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A TORAH MESSAGE FROM THE RABBI 

  

 

THERE ARE NO BAD QUESTIONS 

  

As the Rabbinic Intern at Congregation 
Agudath Israel I met weekly with a 
group of teens to discuss the Torah 
portion.  In theory I was there to teach 

them but, in truth, I am certain that I walked away many weeks 
having learned as much as they did and perhaps even more. The 
great thing about teens is that they invariably ask questions that 
an adult might not have considered; they are capable of posing 
queries sitting outside the boxes that we create as we get 
older.  I always try to challenge and encourage the beautiful 
souls with whom I am learning to ask hard questions and, at the 
risk of sounding trite, I am prone to referencing the age-old 
adage, "There are no bad questions". The teens were not an 
exception.  In particular, I insisted that they take nothing they 
read in the Torah for granted; the words are there to be chewed 
on and considered for every possible meaning and intention. At 
the same time, I always set parameters within which to 
work.  Importantly, I reminded them that the Text is holy and that 
it needed to be treated with respect at all times.  It is a formula 
that, mostly, works.  Other than my occasional need to pull in on 
the reigns ever so slightly, the conversations were engaging, 
stimulating and, quite often, exhilarating. 

  

A particularly interesting discussion ensued as we studied the 
narrative contained in Parashat Va'Era.  We were talking about 
how Moses clearly had felt overwhelmed by the job he was 
given.  The Torah makes it clear that he was neither a happy, nor 
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a willing, prophet.  I pointed out Moses' response to God when 
he is told to go to Pharaoh a second time: "The Israelites would 
not listen to me; how then should Pharaoh heed me, a man of 
impeded speech!"(Exodus 6:12).  Clearly he wants to be relieved 
of his special project.  At this point one of my students raised 
his hand and said that he needed to pose a question that he 
hoped was not too far off topic.  "Why", he asked, "Didn't 
Pharaoh just throw Moses in jail, or have him executed? 
Wouldn't that have been the logical thing for a leader to 
do?"  Off topic?!  This seemed to me to be a most poignant 
question; one which I had never previously considered. 

  

So, we jumped into trying to find an answer. We concluded that 
Pharaoh simply didn't hold Moses in high enough esteem to be 
concerned with jailing him.  Before the plagues, in Pharaoh's 
eyes, Moses was merely a little man representing an 
insignificant and powerless slave population.  As such, Pharaoh 
saw no need to jail him.  Why bother?  It would be a waste of 
time and energy.  

  

The "Moses as insignificant" answer sufficed for us at the time, 
and made some sense; however, when I considered it after I had 
left the class, it didn't resonate anymore.  Late that night I called 
one of my personal "go to" friends; A Torah reader who knows 
the Text without even opening up a Chumash or Torah 
scroll.  "Wonderful question!" was his reply.  He came to a 
different conclusion however.  He surmised that, having grown 
up a son of Pharaoh's daughter, Moses may still have been seen 
as royalty in Pharaoh's court.  How else could he have gained 
such easy access to the supreme ruler of the land?  In this 
theory, Pharaoh would not have harmed Moses because the 
prophet was still an Egyptian insider, entitled to some leeway. 

  

Yes, a good notion; Moses is still a privileged prince.  And yet, I 
thought, this answer may be problematic because the Text has 
specifically told us that there was a new Pharaoh and, 
presumably, a new court; one that would not know Moses and 
would not afford him privileges. Then, late at night, as I was 
folding laundry (epiphanies often seem to occur while doing the 
mundane), a new thought occurred to me.  It was an idea that 
seemed so obvious once it injected itself into my 
consciousness.  My new thought?  God was with Moses, 

Torah Reading 

Vaera 

Exodus 6:2 - 9:35 

Here is the portion 
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Haftorah 

Ezekiel 28:25 - 29:21 

Here is the Haftorah 

HAFTORAH 

 

 

  

Mark Saturday, January 30 on 
your calendars. 

  Rabbi Jay will be preparing 
cholent, a  traditional "cold 

weather" treat, for lunch 
following services. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

To help us to provide a minyan 
on Saturday morning in the fall, 

winter and spring months, 



protecting the prophet as he went about doing God's bidding. 
Even though the Text is silent on this, it seems the only logical 
explanation. My proof for this solution is that God tells Moses 
on more than one occasion: "I will be with you".  If God needed 
Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt, God would need to 
ensure that Moses would be safe.  Certainly God would be with 
Moses for the big miracles, but God also needed to be there to 
be certain that every little detail of His plan would fall into place. 

  

Thus, the different answer that resonated with me was that 
Pharaoh allows Moses to appear before him and speak his mind 
unhindered, because God is there with Moses at all times.  God 
is Moses' constant shield and the story progresses because the 
Deity is making sure that all of the pieces of the puzzle fall into 
place.  What a comfort it must have been to Moses to know that 
God was with him as he performed God's difficult and 
dangerous tasks.  Faith can be a powerful tool. 

  

And, I repeat, there are no bad questions. 

  

Shabbat Shalom - Rabbi Michael S. Jay 

  

 

KOL HAKAVOD CAMPAIGN 

 
Please consider being a part of this campaign to supplement the 
clergy needs of our congregation.   This is a separate, voluntary 
commitment  and is additional to our low annual dues 
obligation. HERE IS THE LINK TO BRING UP THE DONATION 
FORM KOL HAKAVOD 

  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

 
 

MAH JONGG   
 
Wednesdays 12:30 - 4:00 PM  

please sign up on our 
SCHEDULING LINK HERE: 

SCHEDULE.  

 

 

Please help us create a 
special atmosphere by not 
using electronic devices 

(phones, cameras, games 
etc) in or around the 

synagogue on Shabbat  

 and Holidays. No food or 
drink is permitted in the 

sanctuary. 

 

YAHRZEITS FOR NEXT 

WEEK 

 

These names will be read at 
services on January 8, 2016 

  

   

Helen Berman 

Joyce Blumberg 

Harry Jerome 

Herman Meyer 

Gilbert J. Sholin 

Dr. Henry Abrams 

Estelle Gordon 

Joseph Gross 

Richard Pacharz 

Marvin Kolsby* 

Doris Luterman 

Dr. Jack David Levy* 



 
 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 

 

We are OVER 300 FAMILIES STRONG thanks the continued 
support of our members with their annual dues contributions.  

 

Members should have received their 2016 Membership renewal 
notices in December.  Our 2016 expenses have already begun 
so we would appreciate receiving your dues payments as 
quickly as possible. Your personal membership date sheet 
included in the mailing, should be sent, with any corrections, 
along with your check.  If you haven't done so yet, please 
contribute to our annual High Holiday Appeal. 

 

In order to keep our records correct, please indicate the amount 
of money being sent for dues, name tags, High Holiday Appeal 
and/or Membership Directory ads. 

 

Current renewal forms are available on our web 
site: MEMBERSHIP FORMS 

  

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

FILM FUND   

  

LET'S BRING THE MOVIES TO THE JCC 
OF LBI 

  

We are very excited about the decision of the Board of Directors 

Lillian Kenter* 

Freida Klein 

Martin Nissenblatt 

Mary Esther Sprague Ruoff* 

Helen Tebeleff 

Milton Elefant 

Henry Hirsh 

William Jaslow 

Jack Kaplan 

Joseph Stern 

Arthur Sussman 

 

  

* Yahrzeit Plaque - These 
names are lovely enshrined 
on our synagogue memorial 
boards. 

 

 

MINYANIM  

 

Harris Weisel, will be 
coordinating minyanim for 
those who are sitting shiva 
or observing a yahrzeit. 
Please contact the office if 
you would be interested in 
being notified if a minyan is 
needed and will attend 
when possible.  609-492-
4090 or click on this link 
for EMAIL 

 

CONGREGATION 



to pursue the purchase of audio-visual equipment for the JCC of 
LBI. This will allow us to show films as well as other educational 
materials in our building and opens many wonderful 
opportunities for future programming.  Board member Fred 

Schragger is heading this project.    

  

Be an angel, a backer, a producer by donating to our JCC of LBI 
Film Fund.  

ANGEL CONTRIBUTION:  $1,000 

BACKER CONTRIBUTION:  $500 

PRODUCER CONTRIBUTION $250 

  

Your gift large or small is much appreciated.  Please send your 
contribution to the JCC office: 2411 Long Beach Blvd., Spray 
Beach, NJ 08008 and mark it Film Fund. 

  

YAHRZEIT PLAQUES 

Space is available for memorial plaques on the yahrzeit boards 
in the Sanctuary.  Here is the order form:   

PLAQUES 

 

 

 

TREE OF LIFE (located in the Social Hall) 

You can purchase a leaf in honor of an occasion or in memory 
of a loved one.  

Here is the Tree of Life Form: TREE 

 

PAVERS (in front of the Front Entrance)  

Only 4 x 8 and 12 x 12 size pavers are available  

Here is the Paver Form:   

PAVER 

NEWS 

  

SHARE YOUR 

NEWS 

  

CONTACT: 
rvalen1963@aol.com 

  

   

   

  

CARING COMMITTEE 

   

This committee acts as a 
support system for 

congregation members 
facing illness and other 
personal situations that 
need to be addressed.   

Please contact 
Chairperson, Joy Kern, if 

you are in need of 
assistance or if you know of 
a JCC member that needs 

our help.  

609- 978-3669  

  

   

SISTERHOOD 

STUFF 



 

 

TD AFFINITY PROGRAM 

 

 

 

Easy money!  

 

 

Do you have an account with TD Bank?  

 

You can contribute to the JCC without it costing you a cent. TD 
Bank will pay us on the number of accounts in our TD Affinity 
Club. There is no minimum number of members. We 
automatically receive $10 for every checking account and .01% 
of the balance on Savings Accounts. In addition we receive $50 
for any new accounts.  This is strictly confidential and the JCC 
does not know the amount in any of the accounts.  

 

We just received a check for $456.00 from TD Bank. So think 
about joining this program and helping the JCC to reap the 
benefits. 

 

GIFT SHOP 

 

Come visit the JCC gift shop or go to GIFT SHOP and then call 
the JCC office 609-492-4090 for help in placing you order. 

 

   

JCC INFORMATION  

  

 

2016 SISTERHOOD 

DUES 

You should have received a 
mailing about Sisterhood 
dues ($36.00 per year), 
opportunities to volunteer 
and sponsorship of Onegs 
and Kiddishes this summer. 
Please respond.  Your 
support is so important. 

 

YOU CAN DOWNLOAD THE 
FORM FROM 
HERE SISTERHOOD DUES 

 

SHOE BOX 

RECYCLING 

We are again collecting 
gently worn, paired men's, 
women's and kids shoes 
that are still reusable and 
re-wearable (no ski boots, 
ice skates, roller blades, flip 
flops, crocs or bedroom 
slippers). Please bring them 
to the JCC during office 
hours. 

 

"Let's clean up our closets 
and the environment by 
recycling our shoes." 

 



  

  

THE OFFICE IS LOCATED AT  

2411 Long Beach Boulevard (24th Street) 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

ENTER THE BUILDING DURING OFFICE HOURS 

THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR. 

PRESS THE ENTRY BUTTON ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE 
ENTRANCE FOR ADMITTANCE. 

 

Mailing Address: 

2411 Long Beach Blvd. 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

 

Telephone: 609-492-4090  

FAX: 609-492-7550  

email: jccoflbi@gmail.com 

 

web site: www.jccoflbi.org   

   

OFFICE HOURS:     

   

MONDAY 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

TUESDAY 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

THURSDAY 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

FRIDAY - 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

 

Office Staff: 

TEXT BLAST 

SIGN UP 

 
If you 
would like 
to receive 
JCC of LBI 
reminders 

and alerts via text message 
on your cell phone, please 
contact the office by email 
(jccoflbi@gmail.com) or 
phone (609-492-4090) We 
would be alerting you for 
example that "Services are 
cancelled" or "Last 
opportunity to sign up for 
Community Seder". 

 

 This information will not be 
shared and will only be 
used for JCC purposes.  

 

NAME BADGES 

 

If you did not order a name 
tag, we will be putting in 
another order.  Here is the 
link for the form to order 
your name tag:  BADGES 

 

JCC CAPS FOR 

SALE 



 Leslie Dinkfelt 

Jeri Riffle 

 Marcie Deutsch 

 

 

Leslie, Marcie and Jeri 

 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

   

Rabbi Michael S. Jay 

mjayrab@gmail.com 

 

Don Pripstein, JCC President 

djprip@gmail.com 

 

Jeri Riffle, JCC VP 

jriff5@aol.com 

 

 

 VIEW THE NOV - JAN BULLETIN 

 

 

Caps are 
available in 
the office. 

$15 each 

 

DOCUMENTS 

AND LINKS 

   
JUST CLICK AND YOU'RE 
THERE!!! 
  
NOV - JAN BULLETIN: 
BULLETIN 
  
WEB SITE: 
JCC WEB SITE 
  
MEMBERSHIP FORMS 
MEMBERSHIP   
  
PAVERS: 
PAVERS  
  
TREE OF LIFE 
TREE  
  
SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 
CATALOG 
 GIFT 
  
JEWISH JOURNAL:  
JOURNAL 
  
YAHRZEIT PLAQUE FORM: 
PLAQUE  
  
KOL HAKAVOD DONATION 
FORM 
KOL HAKAVOD 
  



with this link 

BULLETIN 

  
E-mail Editor: Rose Valentine rvalen  

1963@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 

"Like" Us on Facebook: Search for Jewish Community Center 
of Long Beach Island and make sure the JCC of LBI: The 

Place to Be icon shown above shows up 
or click on this link  FACEBOOK 

or cut and paste: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Jewish-Community-Center-

of-Long-Beach-Island/345647489300?ref=br_tf 
 

 

 

 

SISTERHOOD DUES FORM 
SISTERHOOD DUES  
  
  
  

  

 

   

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

  

 


