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A TORAH MESSAGE FROM THE RABBI 

 

The Book of Exodus begins with the Israelites becoming enslaved 
in Egypt at a time when God's presence seems withdrawn. It then 
reports how God inserted Himself back into the story and, with 
incredible wonders, and freed the Israelites.  It concludes with the 
building of the Mishkan (the portable Tabernacle), a place where 
God will be able to dwell among His people. 
 
  
While the Book of Exodus is mostly full of rich narrative, in one of 
its story threads the Torah spends an inordinate amount of time 
telling us how the Mishkan is going to be made.  One might think 
that it is created to be the exemplar of God's existence; a holy 

County NJ) 

  

 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR 

SERVICES 
  

SHABBAT PARAH 
 

Shabbat Parah takes place 
on the Shabbat before 
Shabbat HaChodesh, in 
preparation for Passover. 
Numbers 19:1-22 describes 
the parah adumah ("red 
heifer") in the Jewish 
temple as part of the 
manner in which the 

kohanim and the Jewish 
people purified themselves 
so that they would be ready 
("pure") to sacrifice the 

korban Pesach. 
 

Friday  
March 13, 2015 

7:30 PM 
 

The service will be led by 
 Cliff Farin 

 
Rabbi Jay will be attending 
the Scholar in Residence 
Shabbat at Congregation 
Agudath Israel where Irvin 
Unger, Rosie Starr's 

nephew, will be the guest 
scholar.   

 
As reported in the NJ 
Jewish News: "  

Though I've lived in 
California for many years, I 
grew up in Trenton and still 
have family in New Jersey. 
Two summers ago, while 
visiting my Aunt Rosie on 



place constructed specifically to provide God with a home.  But it 
is more than this.  Parashat Vayakhel reminds us that the 
Israelites were asked to voluntarily, and personally, donate 
precious raw materials for the construction of the Mishkan. These 
donations were made in amounts "as each person's heart 
motivated him".  In other words each person's donation was one 
that he, or she, felt comfortable giving.  Among other things, we 
learn from this that the Mishkan had a piece of each household 
and each person in it.  Thus, when God enters the Mishkan, the 
Deity is symbolically entering each person's home and maybe 
even each person's heart.  
 
  
But there is something else that we learn from it. By being 
constructed from donations made by individuals, the Mishkan was 
not just a home for God, but it was also a home for every 
individual.  The same is true of our modern day Synagogues. It is 
clear that God's intention is that each of us has a stake not only in 
the physical building as a house of God, but in the Jewish 
community as a whole. 
 
  
The Torah tells us that the Mishkan was built so that God could 
dwell among His people. If our synagogue is the modern version 
of the Tabernacle then, indeed, God dwells here physically as 
well.  But, sometimes I wonder what it is that attracts God.  One 
thing that I have learned as a Rabbi is that while a synagogue is a 
beautiful structure, its mere existence does not automatically 
guarantee God's entrance.   It is when people fill the building that 
God's presence is assured.  We are the facilitators of the Holy 
Presence. 
 
  
But this evening I realized something even further.  I traveled to 
pay a Shiva call and to lead services for a congregant who lost her 
mother.  As is customary, a mourner sits Shiva in a home.  Before 
Shiva began, the house was a home.  As people came to the door 
and walked in, bringing comfort in the way of hugs, and hand 
holding, and making contact with caring and sympathetic 
eyes.  And as loving memories passed from friend to mourner and 
from mourner to friend, the home soon ceased to be merely a 
home.  It quickly transformed into a holy space, A Makom 
Kadosh.   
 
  

Long Beach Island, I 
volunteered to give a brief 
talk about Arthur Szyk at 
the JCC of LBI. The rabbi 
there [Michael Jay] is a 

member of Agudath Israel, 
and he thought that this 

program would be great for 
that congregation." 

Here is the entire article:  
SCHOLAR 

 
Saturday 

March 14, 2015 
TORAH STUDY 

10:00 AM - 12 Noon 
 

Torah Portion: 
Vayakhel-Pekudei 
(Exodus 35:1 - 40:38; 
special maftir 19:1 - 22)) 
 View the complete text   

of the parsha 
here: PARSHA 

 
  

Haftorah: 
Ezekiel 36:16 - 36:38 

Here is the text: HAFTORAH 
 
 
 
 

Please help us create a 
special atmosphere by not 
using electronic devices 
(phones, cameras, games 
etc) in or around the 

synagogue on Shabbat  and 
Holidays. 

   

 

YAHRZEITS FOR 

NEXT WEEK 



God does not need a perfectly constructed Tabernacle, Temple or 
Palace.  God's perfect dwelling place is anywhere that People are 
exuding love, compassion, and mercy. May we bring God's 
presence often. Amen. 
 
  
Shabbat Shalom - Rabbi Michael S. Jay 
 
  
 
  

THE WEEK THAT WAS... 

 
Our SATURDAY MORNING SERVICE was well received with 18 
worshippers in attendance. Thank you to Rabbi Jay for this 
Haftorah insights, to Howard Hait for reading torah and to all 
those who participated in the service. A special thanks goes to 
Lynn Berkowitz for providing a Purim oneg and a lovely luncheon 
on Saturday morning. 
 
FROM RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR LYNN BERKOWITZ: 
 
Once upon a time there was an author by the name of Harry 
Kemelman that wrote a series of books entitled, "Saturday the 
Rabbi went Hungry", "Friday the Rabbi Slept Late", "That day the 
Rabbi Left Town".  They were really nice mystery books. In our 
latest version there is no mystery behind "Why the Rabbi 
Canceled Purim" this year.  It has been a very interesting winter 
for those of us that remained in New Jersey. The weather has 
been extremely unpredictable.  So with this in mind and  
for the safety of our congregants it was decided not to hold the 
"Pizza, Pasta, Purim Party" Wednesday night. Instead we served 
the hamantashen on Friday night and the pasta Saturday morning. 
We even had a few brave congregants that came in costume to 
hear our "AGED" Rabbi read the Megillah.  Saturday morning we 
had a lovely service that was a bit of the Traditional plus a bit of 
the "Study with the Rabbi".  A sumptuous Kiddush fed the bodies 
after services had fed the souls of those in attendance.   
 
Sunday at the County Wide Joint Congregational Purim Carnival 
held at Beth Or in Brick, we had a nice showing of JCC members 
for example Rona Stein, her son and grandson came to play the 
human foozball and other games.  Donna, Lindsay and Gabriel 
DeMola came early to help Mrs. "B" set up the special room for the 

 

These names will be read at 
services on March 13, 2015 

  
 
  
Milton Smith 
*Lillian Salander 
Betty Schleifer 
Hershel Alan Denker 
Samuel Kolb 
Morris Rebo 
Albert Kessler 
Henry Nagel 
Eleanor Wichman Satir 
Meir Cohen 
Seymour Tilbor 
Benjamin Katz 
Josephine Tucker 
Gloria Reason 
*Marjorie Ann Fisher 
*Minnie Britz 
Edna Eisner 
Abe Rosenbaum 
Helen Freedman 
Solomen Chalek 
Ginette Shomer 
Sidney Kronenberg 
Manuel Sidel 
Fanny Parker 
Sylvia Glasser 
David Polinsky 
Morris Herman 
Felix Horowitz 
Harvey Fruchtman 
 
  
   
 
  
  
 * Yahrzeit Plaque  
 
There are now Yahrzeit 
Boards which give us an 



younger set using the JCC's old carnival games.  They stayed and 
to help run the games and were joined by Stuart Doctor and 
Zach.  All those in attendance really had a fun time! 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY SEDER 

COMMUNITY SEDER 

lead by Rabbi Michael S.Jay 

Saturday, April 4 at 6:00 PM 

 

$45 per person (for members) 

$50 per person (for non-members) 

$20 for children 6 - 12, under 6 no charge 

 

ALL Reservations after March 23th: $55 (except for children) 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RESERVE A TABLE OF 8,9 OR 10, 
PLEASE SEND IN ONE CHECK FOR THE TOTAL AMOUNT (# OF 
SEATS TIMES X THE PRICE OF RESERVATIONS) BY THE 
DEADLINE OF MARCH 23. 

 

Open this flyer and send in the bottom part with your check to:  

Vivian Fitts, 4001 Julia Lane, Holgate, NJ 08008.  SEDER 

 

Any questions, call Vivian at 609-492-9412 

 

 
 

UPCOMING JCC ACTIVITIES 

    

additional 100 spaces.   
 
Each plaque costs $250.  A 
second or more, if ordered 
together, cost $225 each.  A 
reserved plaque is $75.  Call 
the office for an order form 
609-492-4090 or use this 
link to see the 
form: PLAQUES 
  
 

MINYANIM  

 

Harris Weisel, will be 
coordinating minyanim for 
those who are sitting shiva 
or observing a 
yahrzeit.  Please contact the 
office if you would be 
interested in being notified 
if a minyan is needed and 
will attend when 
possible.  609-492-4090 or 
click on this link for EMAIL 

 

CONGREGATION 

NEWS 
  

  

  
SHARE YOUR NEWS 

  
CONTACT: 

rvalen1963@aol.com 
  

   
   



MAH JONGG 
  
Wednesdays 12:30 - 4:00 PM 
  
  

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

 

   
JPPI & the Jewish Federation of Ocean County 

Present 
  
A Discussion on "Jewish values and the use of force in conflict", 

moderated by Shmuel Rosner, JPPI Fellow.  
Tuesday March 24 at 1:00pm  

at the Barnegat Public Library, 12 Burr St, Barnegat, NJ 08005 
  

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
  
The Jewish People Policy Institute (JPPI) is an independent 
professional policy planning, non-profit think tank in Israel. Its 
mission is to ensure the thriving of the Jewish People and the 
Jewish civilization by engaging in professional strategic thinking 
and planning on issues of primary concern to world Jewry.  
  
Shmuel Rosner is a Tel Aviv based columnist, editor and think 
tank fellow.  He is a fellow at The Jewish People Policy Institute 
(JPPI), the non-fiction Editor for Israel's largest Publishing House, 
Kinneret-Zmora-Bitan-Dvir, Senior Political Editor for the Jewish 
Journal, and he writes the popular blog Rosner's Domain. He 
writes a weekly column for The International Herald Tribune \ New 
York Times and for Israel's Maariv Daily. Rosner was previously a 
columnist for The Jerusalem Post, and was Chief U.S. 
Correspondent, Head of the News Division and Head of the 
Features Division for the Israeli daily Haaretz. He wrote for many 
magazines, including Slate, Foreign Policy, Commentary, The New 
Republic, The Jewish Review of Books, and others. Rosner's book 
"Shtetl Bagel Baseball, on the Wonderful Dreadful State of 

  

CARING COMMITTEE 

   
This committee acts as a 
support system for 

congregation members 
facing illness and other 
personal situations that 

need to be 
addressed.  Please contact 
Chairperson, Joy Kern, if 

you are in need of 
assistance or if you know of 
a JCC member that needs 

our help.  
609- 978-3669  

  
  
  

CONNECTION 

CORNER  

 

 

We would love to share 
photos of your "winter 
connection" with other 
congregation 
members.  Snap a picture 
and mail it to 
rvalen1963@aol.com and 
with your permission we 
will publish it in the 
Shabbat Reminder.  Please 
include some copy to 
include as well. 

  



American Jews" was published in Israel by Keter (Hebrew, 2011) 
and became a bestseller.  
  
The Jewish Federation of Ocean County represents over 6,000 
households throughout the county.  Its mission is the furthering 
the welfare of all residents of Ocean County through 
philanthropic, social, cultural and educational programs and 
services and by fostering cooperation amongst diverse 
organizations, committees and individuals throughout the 
County.   
  
For more information, please contact Naomi Levecchia, Executive 
Director at naomi@ocjf.org, or 732-363-0530 
  

SHOPRITE GIFT CARDS  

 
Shoprite gift cards are now available for pick up at the following 
three sites.   

Use them to buy your groceries and the JCC of LBI will receive a 
portion the purchase. USE THESE FOR YOUR PASSOVER 
SHOPPING!!!!! 

 

Spray Beach 

JCC Office 

Pick up during office hours  

609-492-4090 

  

Barnegat  

Call Jeri Riffle  

609-290-9135 

  

Harvey Cedars  

Call Rona Stein  

609-494-7399 

 

JCC CAPS & 

POLO SHIRTS 

FOR SALE 

 

Our JCC 
caps are 
here in 
both 
Carolina 
blue and 
navy.  You 

can pick them up at the 
office during office hours or 
at any of our upcoming 
events. They are $15 each 
and we think they will be 
big sellers.  So get yours 
while the supply lasts and 
wear them proudly!  THE 
SUPPLY IS RUNNING LOW - 
ONLY A FEW NAVY ARE 
LEFT. 

 

 

 We have had a lot of 
interest in the JCC collared 
polo shirts. They are a royal 
blue with the JCC of LBI 
logo and "The Place to Be" 
embroidered on the left 
front.  We are waiting until 
the Spring to take orders 
and payment and hope to 
have sample sizes in the 



NAME BADGES 

 

If you did not order a name tag, we will be putting in another 
order.  Here is the link for the form to order your name 
tag:  BADGES 

 

JCC OF LBI TREE OF LIFE 

 

  
 

  
We are so excited by the response to our beautiful new Tree of 
Life.  You can commemorate a special occasion, honor or 
remember a loved one with a leaf on our new tree.  
  
 There are three donation opportunities:  
  
Gold leaf (10 times chai) $180 
Silver leaf (7 times chai) $126  
Bronze leaf (5 times chai) $90 
  
  
Here is the link to see the Tree of Life Form: TREE 
Please drop this form off at the Office or mail to JCC of LBI, 2411 
Long Beach Blvd. Spray Beach NJ 08008 along with your check. 
  
 

KOL HAKAVOD CAMPAIGN 

 
Please consider being a part of this newly instituted campaign to 
supplement the clergy and facility needs of our 

office. The shirts are $25.00 
each. 

  

CELEBRATE A 

MILESTONE AT 

THE JCC OF LBI 

 
 

  
Celebrate a special 
occasion at the JCC of 
LBI.  A wedding, baby 
naming, renewal of vows 
can have special 
meaning  our beautiful 
sanctuary which seats 124 
people (can be opened to 
more seating). 
  
Your reception, special 
birthday or anniversary 
party can be 
accommodated in the large 
social hall which has a 
capacity for table seating 
for 200 and can be set up 
auditorium style for 280 
persons.  In addition there 
is a kosher restaurant-sized 
kitchen, two classrooms 
and a library. 
  
Here is the link to 
view/download the 
following forms and 
information: JCC RENTAL 



congregation.   This is a separate, voluntary commitment  and is 
additional to our low annual dues obligation.  HERE IS THE  LINK 
TO BRING UP THE DONATION FORM KOL HAKAVOD 

  

BRICK PAVERS 

       

The paver fund raising program is ongoing.  Pavers will be 
installed two times a year: spring and fall.  

 

To download the paver order form, here is the link:  PAVERS.   

   

 

PLANT A TREE ON LBI 

   

    

We have started the first phase of the landscaping of the JCC with 
the planting of crepe myrtles on Boulevard side of property. 

 

If you would like to help underwrite the cost of these trees, a 
donation of $500 per tree would be greatly appreciated.  We have 
planted 9 trees; we now have 7 that have been spoken for. 

 

There will be appropriate recognition of the gift at the base of the 
tree.  

 
 

• Rental Application  
• Rental Payment 

Schedule  
• Rental Contract  
• JCC Rules & 

Regulations  
• List of Facility Fees  
• List of Honoraria for 

Rabbi of the JCC of 
LBI 

For further information, 
please contact: Director of 
Events Chairperson Sherry 
Fruchterman:  908-377-7314 
  

TD INFINITY 

PROGRAM 

 

Easy 
money! Do 
you have 
an account 
with TD 

Bank? You can contribute 
to the JCC without it 
costing you a cent. TD Bank 
will pay us on the number 
of accounts in our TD 
Affinity Club. There is no 
minimum number of 
members. We automatically 
receive $10 for every 
checking account and .01% 
of the balance on Savings 
Accounts. In addition we 
receive $50 for any new 
accounts.  This is strictly 
confidential and the JCC 
does not know the amount 
in any of the accounts.  

 



GIFT SHOP 

 

Come visit the JCC gift shop or go to GIFT SHOP and then call the 
JCC office 609-492-4090 for help in placing you order. 

   

JCC INFORMATION  

  

  

  

THE OFFICE IS LOCATED AT  

2411 Long Beach Boulevard (24th Street) 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

ENTER THE BUILDING DURING OFFICE HOURS 

THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR. 

 

Mailing Address: 

2411 Long Beach Blvd. 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

 

Telephone: 609-492-4090  

FAX: 609-492-7550  

email: jccoflbi@gmail.com 

 

web site: www.jccoflbi.org   

   

OFFICE HOURS:     

   

MONDAY 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

We just received a check 
for $520.00 from TD Bank. 
So think about joining this 
program and helping the 
JCC to reap the benefits. 

DOCUMENTS 

AND LINKS 

   
JUST CLICK AND YOU'RE 
THERE!!! 
  
FEB - APRIL BULLETIN: 
BULLETIN 
  
WEB SITE: 
JCC WEB SITE 
  
PAVERS 
PAVERS 
  
TREE OF LIFE 
TREE  
  
SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 
CATALOG 
 GIFT 
  
JEWISH JOURNAL:  
JOURNAL  
  
YAHRZEIT PLAQUE FORM: 
PLAQUE  
  
KOL HAKAVOD DONATION 
FORM 
KOL HAKAVOD  
  
SISTERHOOD DUES 
DUES  
  
  

  



TUESDAY 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

THURSDAY 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

FRIDAY - 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

 

Office Staff: 

 Leslie Dinkfelt 

Jeri Riffle 

 Marcie Deutsch 

 

 

Leslie, Marcie & Jeri 

 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

   

Rabbi Michael S. Jay 

mjayrab@gmail.com 

 

Don Pripstein, JCC President 



djprip@gmail.com 

 

Jeri Riffle, JCC VP 

jriff5@aol.com 

 

 

 VIEW THE FEB - APRIL BULLETIN 

with this link 

BULLETIN 

 

  
E-mail Editor: Rose Valentine rvalen  

1963@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 

"Like" Us on Facebook: Search for Jewish Community Center of 
Long Beach Island and make sure the JCC of LBI: The Place to 

Be icon shown above shows up 
or click on this link  FACEBOOK 

or cut and paste: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Jewish-Community-Center-of-

Long-Beach-Island/345647489300?ref=br_tf 
 

 

 

  

   

 

 

  

  
  

 

 

  

 


