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Rabbi Hammerman was scheduled to lead 
services this Shabbat and share some 
reflections of his recent visit to Cuba. 
Unfortunately, he had to postpone as he is 
recovering from some minor surgery after 
suffering a fall on the ice several weeks 
ago.  We hope he is feeling better soon and will 
reschedule his visit and talk.  
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A TORAH MESSAGE FROM THE 

RABBI 

  
MISHPATIM 

  
Parashat Mishpatim is the first 
Parsha that has no 
narrative.  Indeed, it is bereft of a 
story, instead providing a laundry 
list of laws.  Even though my legal 
training enables me to be an 
expositor of the laws of our people, 
as a lover of the chronicles of the 

Candle Lighting Time 
Friday  

February 13, 2015 
 5:13 PM 

(Southern Ocean County NJ) 

  

 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR SERVICES 

 
SHABBAT SHELAKIM 

 
Shabbat Shekalim, in preparation 
for Purim, requests each adult 
male Jew contribute half of a 

Biblical shekel for the upkeep of 
the Tent of Meeting.  This Shabbat 
takes place on the Shabbat before 
the 1st of the Hebrew calendar 
month of Adar, or on the 1st of 
Adar itself if it falls on Shabbat.  

  
 

Friday  
February 13, 2015 

7:30 PM 
Cliff Farin will lead services 

 
 

Saturday 
February 14, 2015 

10:00 AM - 12:00 Noon 
TORAH STUDY GROUP 

 
Torah Portion: 
Mishpatim 

(Exodus 21:1 - 24:18; special 
maftir: Exodus 30:11 - 16) 

 View the complete text of the 
parshat here: PARSHAT, SPECIAL 

MAFTIR  
 

Haftorah: 
II Kings 12:1 - 12:17 
Here is the text: 
HAFTORAH 



Torah, I am often at a loss for how to discuss those portions 
of the Text that focus on rules and regulations. 
  
Before delving into the substance of the laws, I want to 
point out something that jumps out at us in many places in 
the Torah, but that we tend to overlook.  In Parashat 
Mishpatim, God is speaking to Moshe; giving him the 
Laws.  But where is God when this is happening?  Indeed, 
where is God at any given time in the Torah?  It says in last 
week's Torah portion, Yitro, that God Descended upon 
Mount Sinai.  But other than giving us the vague idea that 
God descended from Heaven, it does not tell us where God 
descended from.   
  
We see this in other places in the Torah as well.  Two 
examples: 
1) In Bereishit we are told that God comes down from 
heaven to see the people building the Tower of Babel; 
and 2) In the beginning of the Book of Exodus just before 
Moshe sees the burning bush the Torah tells us that:  The 
Israelites were  groaning under the bondage and cried out; 
and their cry for help from bondage rose up to God.  
  
I pose the queries again: Where did God leave from to go to 
see the Tower of Babel, and where did the cries of the 
Israelites rise up to? In other words, where does God 
dwell?   
  
I think the initial answer to this query is probably that God 
dwells wherever God wants to dwell.  It is also not a stretch 
to say that our tradition generally perceives God as being 
everywhere.  But the answer isn't so simple.  Next week the 
Israelites are going to be told to build a Mishkan, a 
tabernacle, so that God can reside among His people.  Aha! 
So God lives in the Mishkan or, later, in the Temple.  But 
this doesn't really answer the question, because we also 
learn that God isn't always in the Mishkan.  The Mishkan is, 
perhaps, more akin to a guest cottage that we built for God 
so that He has a place to stay when He's with us.  But it is 
not permanent, and it appears as if God is not always at that 
address.  
  
So again I pose the question:  "Where does God dwell"? I 
think I finally have an answer.  God dwells in Parashat 
Mishpatim.   God's abode is in this Parsha full of laws 

  
 

NEXT TRADITIONAL 
SATURDAY MORNING SERVICE 

March 7 
 
 
 

Please help us create a special 
atmosphere by not using 
electronic devices (phones, 

cameras, games etc) in or around 
the synagogue on Shabbat  and 

Holidays. 
   

 

LAST SHABBAT 

 

 

Thanks to the vision of Stuart 
Pepose, Religious Committee 
Chairman, we held the second of 
our monthly "winter" Saturday 
morning services last Shabbat. 

 

A minyan plus eight gathered for 
worship and torah study under the 
direction of Rabbi Jay.  Howard 
Hait traveled from his winter home 
in Wilmington, DE to read torah 
and Lynn Berkowitz provided a 
special kiddish including various 
fruits in celebration of Tu 
B'shvat.  Everyone in attendance 



ranging from what to do with slaves, to when to find 
someone criminally liable for a death, to how to deal in 
general with our fellow humans. What I've learned, is that 
God dwells in the words; in the laws; In our reading and 
performing Mitzvoth. 
  
As proof for this proposition, allow me to point out just a 
few of the absolutely spectacular laws that we see in this 
Parsha: 
  
1) A slave is not a slave forever.  Freedom can be given 
after six years.   
2) A slave is not just property; the slave has legal and moral 
rights. 
3) A person who creates a hazardous situation is 
responsible to anyone injured by that hazardous situation. 
4) A stranger should not be wronged or oppressed (because 
we were strangers in Egypt). 
5) Widows and orphans must be cared for and not 
mistreated. 
6) The poor should be given interest free loans. 
7) Do not spread false rumors. 
8) If your enemy's ox is wandering you must return it to 
your enemy; If it has fallen, you must help your enemy to 
raise it up. 
9) Shabbat is for everyone one including beasts of burden 
and slaves. 
 
And as further proof that God dwells in the words, 
Mishpatim contains the very first public reading of the Law, 
from Moshe to the people.  It is "goose bump" time when we 
consider that our continual reading of the Torah every 
Shabbat started in this Torah Portion thousands of years 
ago.   We should never lose sight of the historical 
connection that we have to Torah.  
  
Yes, God dwells in the words.  As they are written; As they 
are spoken; And as they are passed down from generation 
to generation, L'dor Vahdor. 
  
Rabbi Michael S. Jay 
   
  

CONNECTION CORNER  

participated in the service. 

 

Here are some of the comments 
from those who were there: 

 

"Shabbat morning services 
yesterday was an absolute, 
unqualified success, in my 
view.   Consistent with the usual 
atmosphere of camaraderie and 
warmth that I see throughout the 
spring and summer, yesterday's 
experience may have even 
eclipsed what we all know makes 
the JCC indeed the real diamond 
that it is.  The intellectual give-and-
take during the Torah reading 
could not have been more 
wonderful, everyone literally had a 
part in the service, and what we 
had afterwards was more like a 
relaxed and very social Kiddush 
luncheon.  No one had to rush 
anywhere; it personally reinforced 
for me why I feel so at home 
here.  I was reminded, yet again, of 
the faces we see on all the new and 
out-of-town people who come here 
during the summer and tell us that 
this is one of the most remarkable 
synagogue experiences they've 
ever had." 

Howard Hait 

 

"I believe we are now turning the 
page on a new chapter at the JCC 
of LBI. Moving forward we have the 
ability to connect the dots to 
bridge the gap between the end of 
our traditional services in the fall 
and the start up of services in the 
spring, in a way that everyone can 



 

The 8th Annual Florida Reunion was held on February 10th 
in Boynton Beach, Florida. Everyone enjoyed the chance to 
catch up with their Long Beach Island friends. Thank you to 
Marcia Nelson for coordinating this event. 

 

We would love to share photos of your "winter connection" 
with other congregation members.  Snap a picture and mail 
it to rvalen1963@aol.com and with your permission we will 
publish it in the Shabbat Reminder.  Please include some 
copy to include as well. 

   

 

UPCOMING JCC ACTIVITIES 

    

MAH JONGG 
  
Wednesdays 12:30 - 4:00 PM 
  
  

SHOPRITE GIFT CARDS  

 
Shoprite gift cards are now available for pick up at the 
following three sites.   

Use them to buy your groceries and the JCC of LBI will 
receive a portion the purchase.  

participate and feel comfortable."  

Stuart Pepose 

"This past Sabbath, 

Something happened, 

Something very special. 

We shouldn't be so 

Surprised." 

Richard Morgan 

 

"I sponsored this past Oneg and 
Kiddush in gratitude for the 
recovery of my son-in-law, Kenny 
Lavroff. I received much more than 
I bargained for. To share Shabbos 
with so many people that care 
about their Jewishness and 
community was something greater 
than my efforts."  

Lynn Berkowitz 

 

  

NEXT SHABBAT MORNING 
SERVICE: MARCH 7.  JOIN US. 

  

 PURIM  

 

  



 

Spray Beach 

JCC Office 

Pick up during office hours  

609-492-4090 

  

Barnegat  

Call Jeri Riffle  

609-290-9135 

  

Harvey Cedars  

Call Rona Stein  

609-494-7399 

EMERGENCY SKILLS ASSESSMENT 

 

Long Beach Township Police Department is initiating a new 
program to identify people and different organizations with 
special skills and equipment that could be useful in the 
event of a local emergency or disaster. 

 

Please review the attached form and return it to the LBTPD 
if you can be of assistance: SKILLS 

 

JCC OF LBI TREE OF LIFE 

 

  

 

PURIM AT THE JCC OF LBI 

Wednesday, March 4th 

6:00 PM 

Pasta & Pizza 

followed by the Megillah Reading 

 

 

OCJF PURIM CARNIVAL 

 

The Ocean County Jewish 
Federation sponsored Community 
Purim Carnival will be held on 

Sunday, March 8th from 11:30 to 2 
at Temple Beth Or in Brick.  Free to 
the public. Games for all ages and 
kosher food can be purchased. 
More information to follow. 

 

YAHRZEITS FOR 

NEXT WEEK 

 

These names will be read at 
services on February 13, 2015 



  
 

  
We are so excited by the response to our beautiful new Tree 
of Life.  You can commemorate a special occasion, honor or 
remember a loved one with a leaf on our new tree.  
  
 There are three donation opportunities:  
  
Gold leaf (10 times chai) $180 
Silver leaf (7 times chai) $126  
Bronze leaf (5 times chai) $90 
  
  
Here is the link to see the Tree of Life Form: TREE 
Please drop this form off at the Office or mail to JCC of LBI, 
2411 Long Beach Blvd. Spray Beach NJ 08008 along with 
your check. 
  
 

BRICK PAVERS 

       

The paver fund raising program is ongoing.  Pavers will be 
installed two times a year: spring and fall.  

 

To download the paver order form, here is the 
link:  PAVERS.   

   

 

KOL HAKAVOD CAMPAIGN 

 

   
  
*Harold Koyner 
*Morris Miller 
*Tee Gottlieb 
Estelle Gottesman 
Ruth Schwartz 
George Patmus 
Louise Newman 
*Bette Kender 
Sigmund Donin 
Saul Block 
*Norman Gerber 
Joseph Lenkowsky 
Louise Paul 
Gene Klein 
Sam Fine  
Louis Luterman 
*Gussie Herman 
Belle Saferstein 
 
  
  
 * Yahrzeit Plaque  
 
There are now Yahrzeit Boards 
which give us an additional 100 
spaces.   
 
Each plaque costs $250.  A second 
or more, if ordered together, cost 
$225 each.  A reserved plaque is 
$75.  Call the office for an order 
form 609-492-4090 or use this link 
to see the form: PLAQUES 
  
 

MINYANIM  

 

Harris Weisel, will be coordinating 
minyanim for those who are sitting 
shiva or observing a 
yahrzeit.  Please contact the office 
if you would be interested in being 



Please consider being a part of this newly instituted 
campaign to supplement the clergy and facility needs of our 
congregation.   This is a separate, voluntary 
commitment  and is additional to our low annual dues 
obligation.  HERE IS THE  LINK TO BRING UP THE 
DONATION FORM KOL HAKAVOD 

  

PLANT A TREE ON LBI 

   

    

We have started the first phase of the landscaping of the 
JCC with the planting of crepe myrtles on Boulevard side of 
property. 

 

If you would like to help underwrite the cost of these trees, 
a donation of $500 per tree would be greatly 
appreciated.  We have planted 9 trees; we now have 7 that 
have been spoken for. 

 

There will be appropriate recognition of the gift at the base 
of the tree.  

 

CELEBRATE A MILESTONE AT THE 

JCC OF LBI 

notified if a minyan is needed and 
will attend when possible.  609-
492-4090 or click on this link 
for EMAIL 

 

CONGREGATION 

NEWS 
 
   

CONDOLENCES 

TO 

  
 IRIS FAMILY 

on the passing of long time member 
Millie Iris 

 
 

"May God remember forever our dear 
ones who have gone to their eternal rest. 
May they be at one with the One who is 
life eternal.  May the beauty of their lives 

shine for evermore,  
and may our lives always bring honor to 

their memory."   
  
 
 

  

   

  
RENEE GOLDMAN 

recovering from knee surgery 
  

 RABBI RICHARD HAMMERMAN 
  



 
 

  
Celebrate a special occasion at the JCC of LBI.  A wedding, 
baby naming, renewal of vows can have special 
meaning  our beautiful sanctuary which seats 124 people 
(can be opened to more seating). 
  
Your reception, special birthday or anniversary party can be 
accommodated in the large social hall which has a capacity 
for table seating for 200 and can be set up auditorium style 
for 280 persons.  In addition there is a kosher restaurant-
sized kitchen, two classrooms and a library. 
  
Here is the link to view/download the following forms and 
information: JCC RENTAL 

• Rental Application  
• Rental Payment Schedule  
• Rental Contract  
• JCC Rules & Regulations  
• List of Facility Fees  
• List of Honoraria for Rabbi of the JCC of LBI 

For further information, please contact: Director of Events 
Chairperson Sherry Fruchterman:  908-377-7314 
  

NAME BADGES 

 

If you did not order a name tag, we will be putting in another 
order.  Here is the link for the form to order your name 
tag:  BADGES 

 

SISTERHOOD 

  
RABBI MICHAEL & SHERRY JAY 
on the marriage of their nephew 

Joshua Jay to Sara Hammerschlag 
  

ANDREA SUSTIN BARTHOLOMEO 
on the birth of her granddaughter 

Amelia Rose 
to Jaclyn & Jason Schultz 

  
 MYRON HIRSCH 

on the birth of his great grandson 
Erik Benjamin Wilbur-Hirsch  

  
  

SHARE YOUR NEWS 
  

CONTACT: rvalen1963@aol.com 
  

   
   

  

CARING COMMITTEE 

   
This committee acts as a support 
system for congregation members 
facing illness and other personal 

situations that need to be 
addressed.  Please contact 

Chairperson, Joy Kern, if you are 
in need of assistance or if you 

know of a JCC member that needs 
our help.  

609- 978-3669  
  



 

You should have recently received your request for 2015 
Sisterhood dues. Please join us!   

 

Whether you want to come to an occasional meeting or a 
selected program - or you choose to plunge in and organize 
events  - there is a place for you in our Sisterhood. A warm, 
caring and dynamic group of women will welcome you, 
however you choose to participate. 

 

You can download the dues form and the corrected list of 
activities and chairs here: DUES 

 

 

TD INFINITY PROGRAM 

 

Easy money! Do you have an account with 
TD Bank? You can contribute to the JCC 
without it costing you a cent. TD Bank will 
pay us on the number of accounts in our 
TD Affinity Club. There is no minimum 

number of members. We automatically receive $10 for every 
checking account and .01% of the balance on Savings 
Accounts. In addition we receive $50 for any new 
accounts.  This is strictly confidential and the JCC does not 
know the amount in any of the accounts.  

 

We just received a check for $520.00 from TD Bank. So think 
about joining this program and helping the JCC to reap the 
benefits. 

   

  
  

GIFT SHOP 

 

Come visit the JCC gift shop or go 
to GIFT SHOP and then call the 
JCC office 609-492-4090 for help in 
placing you order. 

JCC CAPS & POLO 

SHIRTS FOR SALE 

 

Our JCC caps are 
here in both 
Carolina blue and 
navy.  You can 
pick them up at 
the office during 
office hours or at 

any of our upcoming events. They 
are $15 each and we think they will 
be big sellers.  So get yours while 
the supply lasts and wear them 
proudly!  THE SUPPLY IS 
RUNNING LOW -  
ONLY A FEW NAVY ARE LEFT. 

 

 

 We have had a lot of interest in the 
JCC collared polo shirts. They are 
a royal blue with the JCC of LBI 
logo and "The Place to Be" 

embroidered on the left front.  We 
are waiting until the Spring to take 



JCC INFORMATION  

  

  

  

THE OFFICE IS LOCATED AT  

2411 Long Beach Boulevard (24th Street) 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

ENTER THE BUILDING DURING OFFICE HOURS 

THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR. 

 

Mailing Address: 

2411 Long Beach Blvd. 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

 

Telephone: 609-492-4090  

FAX: 609-492-7550  

email: jccoflbi@gmail.com 

 

web site: www.jccoflbi.org   

   

OFFICE HOURS:     

   

MONDAY 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

THURSDAY 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

except for the following Thursdays:1/8, 2/12, 3/12, 4/9 
and 5/14.  On those weeks the office will be open on 

Tuesdays (1/6, 2/10, 3/10, 4/7 and 5/12. 

FRIDAY - 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

orders and payment and hope to 
have sample sizes in the office. 
The shirts are $25.00 each. 

  

DOCUMENTS AND 

LINKS 

   
JUST CLICK AND YOU'RE 
THERE!!! 
  
FEB - APRIL BULLETIN: 
BULLETIN 
  
WEB SITE: 
JCC WEB SITE 
  
PAVERS 
PAVERS 
  
TREE OF LIFE 
TREE  
  
SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 
CATALOG 
 GIFT 
  
JEWISH JOURNAL:  
JOURNAL  
  
YAHRZEIT PLAQUE FORM: 
PLAQUE  
  
KOL HAKAVOD DONATION FORM 
KOL HAKAVOD  
  
SISTERHOOD DUES 
DUES  
  
  

  



 

Office Staff: 

M/W/T: Leslie Dinkfelt 

F: Jeri Riffle 

Data Entry: Marcie Deutsch 

 

Leslie, Marcie & Jeri 

 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

   

Rabbi Michael S. Jay 

mjayrab@gmail.com 

 

Don Pripstein, JCC President 

djprip@gmail.com 

 

Jeri Riffle, JCC VP 

jriff5@aol.com 



 

 

 VIEW THE FEB - APRIL BULLETIN 

with this link 

BULLETIN 

 

  
E-mail Editor: Rose Valentine rvalen  

1963@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 

"Like" Us on Facebook: Search for Jewish Community 
Center of Long Beach Island and make sure the JCC of 

LBI: The Place to Be icon shown above shows up 
or click on this link  FACEBOOK 

or cut and paste: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Jewish-Community-
Center-of-Long-Beach-Island/345647489300?ref=br_tf 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

  

 


