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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL 
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10 Reasons Why Celebrating Both 

Jewish and Secular New Years is a Win-

Win 

By Ellen Scolnic and Joyce Eisenberg 
Published in the Sept. 16, 2014 issue of The Forward.  
  
How is the Jewish new year, Rosh Hashanah, different from that 
other New Year? Let us count down the ways. 

 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR 

SERVICES 
 

Friday  
December 26, 2014 

7:30 PM 
 

Cliff Farin will conduct 
services 

 
 

Torah Portion 
Vayigash 

(Genesis 44:18 - 47:27) 
 
 

Haftorah 
Ezekiel  

37:15 - 37:28 

Saturday 
December 27, 2014 
NO RABBI'S STUDY 

CLASS  
THIS WEEK 

 
 
 

Please help us create a 
special atmosphere by not 
using electronic devices 
(phones, cameras, games 
etc) in or around the 

synagogue on Shabbat  
 and Holidays. 

   

 

YAHRZEITS FOR 

NEXT WEEK 

 

These names will be read at 
services on December 26, 



  

10. Resolutions 

On secular New Year's Eve we make resolutions with the best of 
intentions. We promise to walk on the treadmill for 30 minutes a 
day, to stop wasting at least $4 on a latte at Starbucks and to give 
up all refined sugar. At Rosh Hashanah services, we say prayers 
to begin the ten days of repentance because we've forgotten those 
resolutions. This repentance comes in handy at the Kiddush when 
we see that there is rugelach. 
  

9. Get-togethers 

Rosh Hashanah is a family holiday; New Year's Eve is not. On 
Rosh Hashanah our brisket and kugel entice the kids to come 
home; these kids are even tolerant of Cousin Ronnie's 
embarrassing questions, like, "Do you have a boyfriend yet?" On 
New Year's Eve, it's embarrassing to admit you have nowhere to 
go except to Ronnie's party for the cousins. 
  

8. Same Old, Same Old Tunes 

The melody to "Avinu Malkeinu" hasn't changed in a million years. 
Compared with this, "Auld Lang Syne" is a recent hit; it has been 
on the charts for only 226 years. With both songs, the crowd 
starts off strong. Everyone knows "Should old acquaintance be 
forgot... " and "Avinu Malkeinu sh'ma kolenu...," but many trail off 
after the first line or two and mumble the rest. 
  

7. Cantor vs. DJ 

While the cantor is a professional who reads Hebrew and has a 
beautiful singing voice, the New Year's Eve party disk jockey 
might be the host's nephew who hooked up his iPhone to a set of 
speakers. If the DJ doesn't mix it up, he won't get the gig next 
year. But if the cantor does a Rosh Hashanah remix, the 
congregation shouts "Dayenu." No one expects new tunes on 
Rosh Hashanah; it's surprising enough when the cantor comes 
down off the bimah to sing the prayer Hineni from the back of the 
synagogue. 
  

6. Musical Instruments 

The shofar, made from a ram's horn, has a proud tradition: It was 
sounded on Mount Sinai when the Jewish people received the Ten 
Commandments. The glitter paper party horn, made in China, 
comes in an eight-pack for $1.99. When the cantor calls out the 
notes for the shofar, we happily anticipate the familiar blasts, but 
when Ryan Seacrest counts down the minutes to midnight, we 
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 * Yahrzeit Plaque  
 
There are now Yahrzeit 
Boards which give us an 
additional 100 spaces.   
 
Each plaque costs $250.  A 
second or more, if ordered 
together, cost $225 each.  A 
reserved plaque is $75.  Call 
the office for an order form 
609-492-4090 or use this 
link to see the 
form: PLAQUES 
  
 



dread hearing drunk party guests blast their horns. 
  

5. Compulsory Attendance 

An old hit song asked "What Are You Doing New Year's Eve?" 
That is a fair question, because staying home alone is not an 
acceptable answer. Those who don't have plans search for a date 
and for a party invitation. 
  
Even though we're married and have a date, staying home can still 
make us feel like social outcasts. That's why we'll cajole our 
partners to get dressed and go to the neighbor's party. How would 
it look if our January 1 Facebook post divulged that we sat on our 
sofa, ate takeout sushi and watched "Sleepless in Seattle" for the 
eighth time? No composer ever wrote "What Are You Doing Rosh 
Hashanah?" because everyone knows the answer is, "going to 
synagogue." Even those people whose synagogue attendance is 
sparse throughout the year put in an appearance on the High 
Holidays. That's why we have to park in the overflow lot at the 
church next door and say "Excuse me" over and over to a full row 
of people when we sneak out to the bathroom. 
  

4. Staying Awake 

The kids make fun of the man who dozes off in synagogue: His 
eyelids droop, his breathing gets louder and he doesn't stand up 
when the ark is opened. We hope the woman sitting next to him 
gives him the elbow before he starts to snore. 
  
We think it's worse to fall asleep in synagogue than to doze off 
before the clock strikes midnight. When our children were little, 
we would promise to wake them up for the midnight countdown, 
but we never did. We know the rule: Don't wake a sleeping child. 
Now, if our partners start to snore before the ball drops, we just let 
them be. Why wake a sleeping husband (or wife)? 
  

3. Getting All Fapitzed 

On Rosh Hashanah, we know we have to look presentable. When 
we were teenage girls, we were eager to break out our new school 
clothes for synagogue. Now we're happy to wear that old summer 
skirt and top one more time. 
  
In synagogue, a quick scan of the pews can tell us who bought the 
latest fall fashions: They are the ones shvitsing in their new tweed 
suits and knee-high leather boots. We also aren't enthusiastic 
about wearing a wool suit when the temperature is still in the 80s. 
Then and now, we refuse to wear pantyhose. We're still tan from 

MINYANIM  

 

Harris Weisel, will be 
coordinating minyanim for 
those who are sitting shiva 
or observing a 
yahrzeit.  Please contact the 
office if you would be 
interested in being notified 
if a minyan is needed and 
will attend when 
possible.  609-492-4090 or 
click on this link for EMAIL 

 

MISHABERACH 

LIST 

 

Each year, we purge the 
Mishaberach list on 
January 1st.  Anyone who 
would like to add those who 
need our prayers to the new 
list, please call the office 
with the names. 609-492-
4090 

  

CONGREGATION 

NEWS 

 
CONDOLENCES 

TO 

 Lori Shomer 
on the loss of her 

stepfather 

  
"May God remember 

forever our dear ones who 
have gone to their eternal 
rest. May they be at one 



the summer. 
  
On New Year's Eve we'll dig into the closet and pull out the 
sequined tank top and black crepe pants that we save for fancy 
occasions. Then we go out into the freezing cold and wish we had 
worn our tweed skirt and knee-high leather boots. 
  

2. The Whole Kissing Thing 

Any teen can tell you that kissing at midnight on New Year's Eve 
is a big deal. Teenagers jockey for position so that they are not 
next to the nerd from science class when the announcer calls out 
"10...9...8...." 
  
At Rosh Hashanah services there is no countdown to a big kiss. 
When the rabbi says, "Let's all turn to page 153," you're not 
expected to kiss the person sitting next to you. 
  

1. Greetings 

The standard "Happy New Year" doesn't differentiate between 
those who are ringing in the Jewish or secular new year. Those in 
the know greet a fellow MOT in the supermarket or the carpool line 
with an enthusiastic "L'shanah tovah." Using the correct Hebrew 
phrase is shorthand for, "I know you are cooking a brisket, and I'll 
see you in synagogue on Thursday." 
  
So raise your champagne glass and put on your party hat. We're 
gonna party like it's 5775. 
  
Joyce Eisenberg and Ellen Scolnic are the authors of the 
Dictionary of Jewish Words.  
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE RABBI 

 
  
During our Torah study class last week, 
something interesting began to percolate in my 
mind.  In Parashat Miketz, Pharaoh has two 
dreams and Joseph correctly interprets them to 
mean that there will be 7 good years with ample 
food, followed by 7 bad years of famine.  Joseph 

further explains that Pharaoh had two dreams because God 
intended to begin the cycle immediately. 

with the One who is life 
eternal.  May the beauty of 

their lives shine for 
evermore, and may our 

lives always bring honor to 
their memory."  

  

  

  
SHARE YOUR NEWS 

  
CONTACT: 

rvalen1963@aol.com 
  

   
   

  

CARING COMMITTEE 

  
 This committee acts as a 

support system for 
congregation members 
facing illness and other 
personal situations that 

need to be 
addressed.  Please contact 
Chairperson, Joy Kern, if 

you are in need of 
assistance or if you know of 
a JCC member that needs 

our help.  
609- 978-3669  

  
  
  

PLANT A TREE 

ON LBI 

   



  
But, I query, why 7 years of good and 7 years of bad?  On one 
level, the number 7 is probably obvious.  As the number of days of 
the creation story and of our weekly cycle, the number 7 
symbolizes completion and sanctity.  But why does God need all 
of this time to pass by as the story unfolds? 
  
One answer could be that God doesn't need the time, but humans 
do.  This makes sense in a simple (and faithfully theological) sort 
of way.  However, I think that there is a slightly different, yet 
subtle, reason for the length of time.  I think that the Torah is 
telling us that nothing happens over night.  Not the good, not the 
bad.  Things take time to form.   Just like in the narrative, the 
things that happen in our lives rarely occur cataclysmically.  With 
rare exception, it takes years to have success and, likewise, it 
takes years to fail.   Indeed, many entertainers are credited with 
saying something to the effect of: "It took me 20 years to become 
an overnight success".  
  
I think that the Torah's point is two-fold.  First, we cannot always 
tell day-by-day how things are going.  It takes the clarity that only 
time affords to make a clear assessment.  But the second point is, 
perhaps, the bigger lesson.  Torah is telling us to be patient; what 
will happen, will happen, but you need to give it time. 
  
My thought this week is that life is like a slow cooker, not a 
microwave; and we should want it to be that way. The microwave 
is nice and it is convenient (and sometimes it is necessary). But 
have you ever noticed that the food cooked in a microwave is 
rarely perfect?  It is cold in one spot and hot in another; one spot 
is soft, one spot is hard; one spot is wet, one spot is dry.  Though 
the microwave cooks the food faster, the finished product lacks 
taste and consistency.   
  
On the other hand, food cooked in a slow cooker has the time to 
mature and bloom. It is uniform and the flavors and textures have 
had the time to be integrated perfectly.  It takes time for that stew 
to be cooked just right.   
  
Too often we need to have answers right away, or we need to see 
results by the end of the day.  This is the curse of our nanosecond 
world.  By placing time between the dreams and the end result, 
the Torah is telling us to take a Biblical chill pill.  Things in our 
lives will happen, we just need to give them time.  Business will 
pick up; you will heal; the house will sell; the stew will be 

    

We have started the first 
phase of the landscaping of 
the JCC with the planting of 
crepe myrtles on Boulevard 
side of property. 

 

If you would like to help 
underwrite the cost of these 
trees, a donation of $500 
per tree would be greatly 
appreciated.  We have 
planted 9 trees; 6 have been 
already been spoken for.  

 

There will be appropriate 
recognition of the gift at the 
base of the tree.  

 

KOL HAKAVOD 

CAMPAIGN 

 
Please consider being a 
part of this newly instituted 
campaign to supplement 
the clergy and facility needs 
of our congregation.   This 
is a separate, voluntary 
commitment  and is 
additional to our low annual 
dues obligation.  HERE IS 
THE  LINK TO BRING UP 
THE DONATION FORM KOL 
HAKAVOD 

  

BRICK PAVERS 



finished.  On the other hand, one bad decision will not mean that 
your dream, whatever it might be, has ended.   
  
Torah teaches that one needs to let his, or her, story unfold.  Just 
as the scroll unfurls one sheet of parchment at a time, give your 
story time.  
  
Shabbat Shalom - Rabbi Michael S. Jay 
  

THE WEEK THAT WAS... 

 

Everyone enjoyed the Chanukah Party on Sunday evening. 
Thanks to Rabbi Jay, Rosemary Ruoff and Vivian Fitts for making 
the potato 

latkes. 

UPCOMING JCC ACTIVITIES 

  

 

MAH JONGG 
  
Wednesdays 12:30 - 4:00 PM 
   
 
  

CELEBRATE A MILESTONE AT THE JCC 

OF LBI 

 

       

The paver fund raising 
program is 
ongoing.  Pavers will be 
installed two times a year: 
spring and fall.  

 

To download the paver 
order form, here is the 
link:  PAVERS.   

   

 

NAME BADGES 

 

If you did not order a name 
tag, we will be putting in 
another order.  Here is the 
link for the form to order 
your name tag:  BADGES 

 

SHOPRITE GIFT 

CARDS  

 
Shoprite gift cards are 
now available for pick up at 
the following three sites.   

Use them to buy your 
groceries and the JCC of 
LBI will receive a portion 
the purchase.  

 
 

Spray Beach 

JCC Office 



 

  
Celebrate a special occasion at the JCC of LBI.  A wedding, baby 
naming, renewal of vows can have special meaning  our beautiful 
sanctuary which seats 124 people (can be opened to more 
seating). 
  
Your reception, special birthday or anniversary party can be 
accommodated in the large social hall which has a capacity for 
table seating for 200 and can be set up auditorium style for 280 
persons.  In addition there is a kosher restaurant-sized kitchen, 
two classrooms and a library. 
  
Here is the link to view/download the following forms and 
information: JCC RENTAL 

• Rental Application  
• Rental Payment Schedule  
• Rental Contract  
• JCC Rules & Regulations  
• List of Facility Fees  
• List of Honoraria for Rabbi of the JCC of LBI 

For further information, please contact: Director of Events 
Chairperson Sherry Fruchterman:  908-377-7314 
  

JCC OF LBI TREE OF LIFE 

 

  
 

  
We are so excited by the response to our beautiful new Tree of 
Life.  You can commemorate a special occasion, honor or 
remember a loved one with a leaf on our new tree.  

Pick up during office hours  

609-492-4090 

  

Barnegat  

Call Jeri Riffle  

609-290-9135 

  

Harvey Cedars  

Call Rona Stein  

609-494-7399 

 

JCC CAPS & 

POLO SHIRTS 

FOR SALE 

 

Our JCC 
caps are 
here in 
both 
Carolina 
blue and 
navy.  You 

can pick them up at the 
office during office hours or 
at any of our upcoming 
events. They are $15 each 
and we think they will be 
big sellers.  So get yours 
while the supply lasts and 
wear them proudly!  THE 
SUPPLY IS RUNNING LOW - 
ONLY A FEW NAVY ARE 
LEFT. 

 



  
 There are three donation opportunities:  
  
Gold leaf (10 times chai) $180 
Silver leaf (7 times chai) $126  
Bronze leaf (5 times chai) $90 
  
  
Here is the link to see the Tree of Life Form: TREE 
Please drop this form off at the Office or mail to JCC of LBI, 2411 
Long Beach Blvd. Spray Beach NJ 08008 along with your check. 
  
 

CEMETERY PLOTS 

 
Two side by side cemetery plots at Beth Israel Cemetery in 
Woodbridge are available for purchase.  Call 201-722-2828 for 
further information.  

 

   

JCC INFORMATION  

  

  

  

THE OFFICE IS LOCATED AT  

2411 Long Beach Boulevard (24th Street) 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

ENTER THE BUILDING DURING OFFICE HOURS 

THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR. 

 

Mailing Address: 

2411 Long Beach Blvd. 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

 

 

 We have had a lot of 
interest in the JCC collared 
polo shirts. They are a royal 
blue with the JCC of LBI 

logo and "The Place to Be" 
embroidered on the left 

front.  We are waiting until 
the Spring to take orders 
and payment and hope to 
have sample sizes in the 

office. The shirts are $25.00 
each. 

  

GIFT SHOP 

 

Come visit the JCC gift 
shop or go to GIFT SHOP 
and then call the OFFICE at 
609-492-4090 and place you 
order. 

TD INFINITY 

PROGRAM 

 

Easy 
money! Do 
you have 
an account 
with TD 

Bank? You can contribute 
to the JCC without it 
costing you a cent. TD Bank 
will pay us on the number 
of accounts in our TD 



Telephone: 609-492-4090  

FAX: 609-492-7550  

email: jccoflbi@gmail.com 

 

web site: www.jccoflbi.org   

   

OFFICE HOURS:     

   

MONDAY 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

THURSDAY 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

FRIDAY - 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

 

Office Staff: 

M/W/T: Leslie Dinkfelt 

F: Jeri Riffle 

Data Entry: Marcie Deutsch 

 

 

Leslie, Marcie & Jeri 

Affinity Club. There is no 
minimum number of 
members. We automatically 
receive $10 for every 
checking account and .01% 
of the balance on Savings 
Accounts. In addition we 
receive $50 for any new 
accounts.  This is strictly 
confidential and the JCC 
does not know the amount 
in any of the accounts.  

 

We just received a check 
for $520.00 from TD Bank. 
So think about joining this 
program and helping the 
JCC to reap the benefits. 

DOCUMENTS 

AND LINKS 

   
JUST CLICK AND YOU'RE 
THERE!!! 
  
  
NOV - JAN BULLETIN: 
BULLETIN 
  
  
WEB SITE: 
JCC WEB SITE 
  
  
PAVERS 
PAVERS 
  
  
TREE OF LIFE 
TREE  
  
  
SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 
CATALOG 



 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

   

Rabbi Michael S. Jay 

mjayrab@gmail.com 

 

Don Pripstein, JCC President 

djprip@gmail.com 

 

Jeri Riffle, JCC VP 

jriff5@aol.com 

 

 

 VIEW THE NOV-JAN BULLETIN 

with this link 

BULLETIN 

 

  
E-mail Editor: Rose Valentine rvalen  

1963@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 

"Like" Us on Facebook: Search for Jewish Community Center of 
Long Beach Island and make sure the JCC of LBI: The Place to 

Be icon shown above shows up 
or click on this link  FACEBOOK 

or cut and paste: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Jewish-Community-Center-of-

Long-Beach-Island/345647489300?ref=br_tf 
 

 

 

 

 GIFT 
  
  
JEWISH JOURNAL:  
JOURNAL  
  
  
YAHRZEIT PLAQUE FORM: 
PLAQUE  
  
  
KOL HAKAVOD DONATION 
FORM 
KOL HAKAVOD  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 



 
  

 

 

  

  
  

 

 

  

 


