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 SHABBAT SHALOM 

  

     
       

CANDLE LIGHTING TIME 
Friday, January 24, 2014 

   4:49 PM 
(So. Ocean County) 

   
Please Join Us For Services  

  

   
FRIDAY NIGHT 
January 24, 2014 

 7:30 PM 
   
 

SATURDAY MORNING 
   
  
   

STUDY WITH THE RABBI 
10:00 AM 

  

  
TORAH READING 
Parshat:  Mishpatim 
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A TORAH MESSAGE FROM 

RABBI JAY 

  

MISHPATIM 
 

  

Mishpatim is the First Torah 
portion that has no 
narrative.  It solely, and dryly I 
might add, contains laws.  Its 
bland nature is accentuated by 
the fact that it follows several 
weeks of epic storytelling 

including Ten Plagues, sea's splitting, mountains 
rumbling and trembling, and the delivery of Ten 
Commandments.  
   

  

So what does one do when there is no story 
about which to write? One look's for the story 
behind the story, or one reads between the lines.  
   
In Parashat Mishpatim, God dictates a series of 
Laws to Moses.   These laws cover many 
different topics, from criminal law, to civil law, to 
laws compelling simple human compassion and 
decency. Given my legal background, one might 
think that I would feel compelled to analyze the 
legal nature of the Text.  However, as I read it 
this year I wondered where God physically was 
when the laws were being dictated to 
Moses.   Indeed, where is God at any given 
moment in the Torah?  For instance, we were 
told in last weeks Torah portion, that God 
Descended upon Mount Sinai to give the Ten 

(Exodus 21:1 - 24:8)  
  

HAFTORAH 
   

 Jeremiah 
34:8 - 34:22; 33:25 - 33:26   
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Commandments.  But other than giving us the 
vague idea that God descended from Heaven, 
the Text doesn't say where God descended 
"from".     
We see similar ideas expressed in other places 
in the Torah as well.   
Two examples: 
   
1) In Bereishit we were told that God came down 
from heaven to see the people building the 
Tower of Babel; and   
2) In the beginning of the Book of Exodus, just 
before Moses sees the burning bush, it 
says:  "The Israelites were groaning u 
nder the bondage and cried out; and their cry for 
help from bondage rose up to God".   

  

But where did God leave from to go to see the 
Tower of Babel and where did the cries of the 
Israelites rise up to.   Stated a bit differently: 
"where does God dwell?"   
  
I think the initial answer to this query is probably 
that God dwells wherever God wants to 
dwell.  By definition the Creator of the universe 
should get first dibs on the location of His home. 
But the answer isn't so simple.  In next week's 
Torah portion the Israelites are going to be told 
to build a Mishkan, a portable tabernacle, 
wherein God can reside among His people.  But 
this doesn't answer the residence question, 
because we also learn that God is not always in 
the Mishkan.  The Mishkan is, perhaps, more 
akin to a guest cottage that we built for God so 
that He has a place to stay when He is with 
us.  But it is not permanent.  There won't be a 
permanent sanctuary until much, much later and, 
again, our tradition tells us that at some point 
God left that Home as well.   So again I query 
where does God Dwell?    
The answer came to me as I was reading the 
laws in this Torah portion. Indeed, God does not 
have an address.  It would be easy to say that 
God lives in every Synagogue, and that God 
lives in each of us.  But I have a new idea; I think 
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God resides in the laws of this Torah portion. A 
brief perusal shows us that, for the most part, 
these edicts require us to thoughtfully, patiently, 
and compassionately deal with slaves, criminals, 
animals, widows, orphans, family, friends, and 
enemies.  
   
God dwells in the words; God resides in the 
laws; God lodges in our reading them, heeding 
them, and in our performance of mitzvoth.  In this 
way, each of us is capable of signing for God's 
certified (or sanctified) mail.  Yes, God dwells in 
the words; In the words as they are written, as 
they are spoken, and as they are passed down 
from generation to generation. 
  
Shabbat Shalom - Michael 
 

  

UPCOMING JCC OF LBI 

ACTIVITIES 

   

MAH JONGG 

 

Wed. 12:30 - 4:00 PM  

 

          

ATTENTION WINTER 

RESIDENTS IN FLORIDA.... 

 

Each year the ladies of the 
JCC of LBI who are residing 
in the warmer climes of 

Florida get together for lunch.  ALL ARE 
WELCOME.   This year the REUNION 
LUNCHEON is scheduled for Monday, 
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Everyone is invited to join the learning! 

  
 

Please help us create a special atmosphere by 
not using electronic devices (phones, cameras, 

games etc) in or around the synagogue on 
Saturday and Holidays. 

  
  

P X 4 



February 10, 2014 at noon at the Holiday Inn 
on Highland Beach, in Boca Raton, at the 
"Latitudes" restaurant.  If anyone is 
interested in attending they should contact 
Marcia at 561-998-3726. 

  

SISTERHOOD BOOK CLUB 

 

This summer we will 
be again having a 
book discussion 
each month at the 
JCC.  Thank you to 

Charline Gaulton for chairing this committee. 

 

We would like to get some ideas from you as 
to what books to include in our 
syllabus. Send your suggestions of books 
you have enjoyed and would be interesting 
for our group to the JCC Office.  Please click 
on this link: OFFICE 

 

 

SUMMER AT THE JCC OF 

LBI 

 

Summer 2014 Programs 
  
Coming this summer.........We will be offering 
new and exciting programs as well as many 
of your favorites from last year!!  Summer 
begins with an opportunity to reunite with 
your friends, find out more about the summer 
line up, as well as pre-register for your 
favorite classes and events.  Please join us 
for: 
  

    

SAVE  

THE  

DATE  

  
SATURDAY EVENING  

MARCH 15TH 
  
PPPP - Purim Pizza Pasta Party 
  
Come in costume - and be entered for a prize 
  
The Megillah will be read and we will have some 
fun interactive activities. 
  
COUNTY- WIDE PURIM CARNIVAL 
  
Sunday, March 16th 
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
  
at Beth Am Shalom 
1235 Highway 70 
Lakewood, NJ  
  
FOR DETAILS CLICK ON THIS LINK TO THE 
CARNIVAL FLYER: 
PURIM  
  

COMMUNITY SEDER 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY SEDER 

Tuesday, April 15 at 5:30 PM 

JCC of LBI Social Hall 



Program Registration Night 
w/Snacks and Schmooze 
June 19, 6-8pm 
  
Also mark your calendars now for our: 
Summer 2014 Kick-Off Event, Sunday, June 
29; 6-10 pm. 
  
Be prepared for something you have NEVER 
been to before! 
There will DJ, Dinner & Dancing 
Stay tuned............. 
  
                                                             More 
................. 

• o   Zumba Class  
• o   Yoga Class  
• o   Summer Safety Presentation  
• o   Torah Reading Class  
• o   Meditation Class  
• o   Date with an Angel Class & 

Project   
• o   Water Colors Class  
• o   Israeli Night w/Israeli Dance 

Lessons, Food & Drink  
• o   Jewish Movie Night: "Nicky's 

Family"   
• o   Hebrew Class   
• o   Torah Class 2014 Reads out of 

Torah  
• o   Shabbat Shuvah, (Encore Torah 

Reading by Torah class of 2013 

  
  

MINYANIM  

 

I  

n the last few months, several members of 

 

 

DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

YAHRZEITS 

FOR  NEXT  WEEK 

  
These names will be read at services on January 
24, 2014 
  
  
Dr. Jack Lilienfeld 
*Harold Koyner 
Estelle Gottesman 
*Tee Gottlieb 
*Morris Miller 
George Patmus 
Ruth Schwartz 
*Bette Kender 
Louise Newman 
Saul Block 
Sigmund Donin 
Sam Fine 
Gene Klein 
Joseph Lenkowsky 
Louise Paul 
*Norman Gerber 
  
  
 * Yahrzeit Plaque  
  

  

NEW YAHRZEIT PANELS 

  
  

We are pleased to announce that a benefactor 

has come forward to donate a 2-panel section of 

new Yahrzeit Boards. 
  

  

We plan to get an additional 3-panel Section. 

Each panel has room for 20 individual Yahrzeit 



our  congregation have suffered the loss of 
loved ones and we have organized shiva 
minyanim for them.  We thank all of those 
who supported these mourners by being part 
of the shiva.    

  

To assure that there will be a minyan to recite 
the prayer for the deceased with the bereaved 
family is one of the highest mitzvahs a 
person can do for another in our community. 
It is not necessary that you know the 
deceased or the mourner for your presence 
to help in comforting the mourners as they 
grieve and heal. 

  

One of our new members, Harris Weisel, will 
be coordinating minyanim for the 
JCC.  Please contact the office if you would 
be interested in being notified if a minyan is 
needed and will attend when possible. We are 
particularly looking for local all-year 
residents to respond at this time. 609-492-
4090 or click on this link for EMAIL 

 

SUPER SUNDAY 

 

Please click on this link to learn more about 
volunteering at the Ocean County Jewish 
Federation's SUPER SUNDAY: SUPER 

 

February 23rd 

at First Energy Park (Home of the Blue Claws) 

2 Stadium Way 

Lakewood, NJ 

 

  
 

plaques. 

  

  

Sponsorship is available at a cost of $3,000 per 

panel. The permanent plaque headings on each 

sponsored panel will include the names of the 

sponsors and who they are donated in memory 

of.  

 

If interested, please contact the Office. 

 

  

  

CONGREGATION 

NEWS 

   

  
SHARE YOUR NEWS 

  
CONTACT: rvalen1963@aol.com 

  

   
   

  

CARING COMMITTEE 

  
 This committee acts as a support system for 
congregation members facing illness and other 

personal situations that need to be 
addressed.  Please contact Chairperson, Joy 
Kern, if you are in need of assistance or if you 
know of a JCC member that needs our help.  

609- 978-3669  
  
  
  



JCC OF LBI TREE OF LIFE 

 

 

 

  

We are so excited by the response to our 
beautiful new Tree of Life.  
 You can commemorate a special occasion, 
honor or remember a loved one with a leaf on 
our new tree.  
  
  
There are three donation opportunities:  
  
Gold leaf (10 times chai) $180 
Silver leaf (7 times chai) $126  
Bronze leaf (5 times chai) $90 
  
  
Click on this link to see the Tree of Life 
Form: TREE 
Please drop this form off at the Office or mail 
to JCC of LBI, 2411 Long Beach Blvd. Spray 
Beach NJ 08008 along with your check. 
  
 

BRICK PAVERS 

       

The paver fund raising program is 
ongoing.  Pavers will be installed two times a 
year: spring and fall.  

 

To download the paver order form, click on 
this link:  PAVERS.   

CARING CONFERENCE 

 

 

 

 

A conference for volunteers,with presentations on 
visiting skills, caring for caregivers and comfort and 

care after loss, will be held on Sunday, 

February 9 at Centra State Hospital in Freehold. 

 
WE ARE TRYING TO GET A GROUP OF PEOPLE 
FROM THE JCC TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CALL THE 
OFFICE IF YOU ARE INTERESTED. 

For further information, click on this link: 

Caring 

 

Sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Monmouth 
County 

TD AFFINITY PROGRAM 

 

 Easy money! Do you have an 
account with TD Bank? You can 
contribute to the JCC without it 
costing you a cent. TD Bank will 
pay us on the number of accounts 

in our TD Affinity Club. There is no minimum number 
of members. We automatically receive $10 for every 
checking account and .01% of the balance on 
Savings Accounts. In addition we receive $50 for any 
new accounts.  This is strictly confidential and the 
JCC does not know the amount in any of the 
accounts. In simple language, at the end of the year 
we will receive a check from TD Bank for $250 for the 



Proceeds of this program will go towards the 
"burning of our mortgage." 

   

   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

 

OCEAN COUNTY FEDERATION SUPER 
SUNDAY: 

Sunday 2/23 - Contact Lynn Berkowitz 609-
709-3160 
PURIM CARNIVAL: 

Sunday 3/16 - Contact Lynn Berkowitz 609-
709-3160 
CARING CONFERENCE 

Sunday 2/9 - Contact the JCC Office 609-
492-4090 
MINYANS 

Contact the JCC Office 609-492-4090 

 

   

JCC INFORMATION  

  

  

  

THE OFFICE IS LOCATED AT  

2411 Long Beach Boulevard (24th Street) 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

ENTER THE BUILDING DURING OFFICE 
HOURS 

THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR. 

 

25 accounts that are in our Affinity Club and the JCC 
hasn't spent a  

cent for money raising. How easy can it get!!! 

  

SHOPRITE GIFT CARDS 

 

Shoprite gift cards are available at the office.  Use 
them to buy your  groceries and the JCC of LBI 
will receive a portion the purchase. A GREAT 
GIFT IDEA. 

DOCUMENTS AND LINKS 

   

JUST CLICK AND YOU'RE THERE!!! 
  
  
NOV - JAN BULLETIN:  
 BULLETIN 
  
WEB SITE: 
JCC WEB SITE 
   
PAVERS 
PAVERS 
  
TREE OF LIFE 
TREE  
  
SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP CATALOG 
 GIFT 
  
JEWISH JOURNAL:  
 JOURNAL 
  

  



Mailing Address: 

2411 Long Beach Blvd. 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

 

Telephone: 609-492-4090  

FAX: 609-492-7550  

email: jccoflbi@gmail.com 

 

web site: www.jccoflbi.org   

   

OFFICE HOURS:     

   

MONDAY 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

THURSDAY 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

FRIDAY - 9:00 am - 2:00 PM 

 

Office Staff: 

M/W/T: Leslie Dinkfelt 

F: Jeri Riffle 

Data Entry: Marcie Deutsch 

 

Leslie, Jeri & Marcie 

 



  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

   

Rabbi Michael S. Jay 

mjayrab@gmail.com 

 

Don Pripstein, JCC President 

djprip@gmail.com 

 

Judy Smith, JCC VP 

jsmith337@comcast.net 

 

 VIEW THE FEB - APRIL BULLETIN 

with this link 

BULLETIN 

  
E-mail Editor: Rose Valentine  

rvalen  
1963@aol.com 

 
 
 
 

"Like" Us on Facebook: Search for Jewish 
Community Center of Long Beach Island 
and make sure the JCC of LBI: The Place 

to Be icon shown above shows up 
or click on this link  FACEBOOK 

or cut and paste: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Jewish-

Community-Center-of-Long-Beach-
Island/345647489300?ref=br_tf 

 

 

 

  

   

 



 


