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JCC EVENTS  

12/27 - 1/3 

  
Monday - Mah jongg at Kubels 11:30 AM 
  

 SHABBAT SHALOM 

  

     
    

    
CANDLE LIGHTING TIME 
Friday, January 3, 2014 

   4:23 PM 
(So. Ocean County) 

   
Please Join Us For Services  

  

   
FRIDAY NIGHT 
Jaunaury 3, 2014 

7:30 PM 
  

Cliff Farin will be conducting services this Friday night 

 



A MESSAGE FROM RABBI 

JAY 

 Sharing this message by 
Rabbi Benjamin Blech via 
aish.com 
  
Shabbat Shalom, 
Rabbi Michael S. Jay 
  
 
  
 

IS CHRISTMAS GOOD FOR THE JEWS?  
  
My parents told me many times how much they 
dreaded the Christmas season. 
 
Living in a little shtetl in Poland, they knew what 
to expect. The local parish priest would deliver 
his sermon filled with invectives against the Jews 
who were pronounced guilty of the crime of 
decide, responsible for the brutal crucifixion of 
their god and therefore richly deserving whatever 
punishment might be meted out against them. 
 
No surprise then that the Christian time of joy 
meant just the opposite to the neighboring Jews. 
The days supposedly meant to be dedicated to 
"goodwill to all" were far too often filled with 
pogroms, beatings, and violent anti-Semitic 
demonstrations. 
 
Thankfully, those days are long gone. America is 
a land that preaches religious tolerance both by 
law and by culture. Christians and Jews are 
respectful of each other's religions, and while 
every so often an isolated incident may mar 
friendly relations between these faiths, we have 
in the main learned how to get along in a 
pluralistic society. 
 
Due to the vagaries of the Hebrew calendar, 
Christmas and Chanukah may coincide or 
appear in a variety of different permutations, but 

  
SATURDAY MORNING 

  

NO 

STUDY WITH THE RABBI 
THIS WEEK 

  
TORAH READING 
Parshat Vaera 

Exodus 6:2 - 9:35 
  

HAFTORAH 
Ezekiel 28:25 - 29:21 

   

   
   
   

Wh
ile 
we 
do
n't 
hav
e 
reg
ula
r 
Sat
urd
ay 
mo
rni
ng 
ser
vic
es 
unt
il 
nex
t 
Ma
y,  
Ra
bbi 
Jay 
will 
be 



almost always they find Christians and Jews both 
celebrating their respective traditions in 
December. 
 
And that "calendar conflict" seems to bother 
some Jews. Of course our problem with 
Christmas is nothing like the one that afflicted my 
parents in Poland. The only way we are 
assaulted today is by way of our eardrums, 
forced to endure the seemingly endless carols 
and Christmas songs that have become standard 
fare for this season. There are no attempts at 
forced conversions. No one makes us put up a 
miniature replica of the Rockefeller Center tree in 
our living rooms. No one beats us up because 
we choose not to greet others with a cheerful 
"Merry Christmas." But still... 
 
I hear it all the time. Jews verbalizing their 
displeasure with public displays of Christian 
observance. Jews worried that somehow a 
department store Santa Claus will defile their 
own children. Jews in the forefront of those 
protesting any and every expression of religiosity 
coming from those with a different belief system 
than ours. Christmas, they claim, is by definition 
a threat to Judaism and to the Jewish people. 
 
And I believe they are mistaken.   
 
Yes, America was wise enough to posit the 
separation between church and state. We know 
the danger of governments favoring one religion 
over another. But the intent of the Founding 
Fathers was never to negate the importance of 
any religion. The United States identifies itself as 
"one nation under God." Belief in a higher power 
has been the source of our divine blessing. And 
as Jews I think we ought to recognize that today 
the greatest challenge to our faith is not another 
faith, but faithlessness. Our greatest fear should 
not be those who worship in a different way but 
those who mockingly reject the very idea of 
worship to a higher power. 
 

at 
the 
JC
C 
eac
h 
Sat
urd
ay 
at 
10:
00 
am. 
At 
tha
t 
tim
e, 
he 
will 
be 
con
duc
tin
g a 
stu
dy 
cla
ss  
for 
any
one 
wh
o 
atte
nds
, 
wit
h 
top
ics 
ran
gin
g 
fro
m 



Our children today are threatened by the spirit of 
secularism more than by songs dedicated to 
proclaiming a holy night. We live in an age in 
which Christopher Hitchens can find millions of 
dedicated readers devouring his best-selling 
works, God Is Not Great: How Religion Poisons 
Everything, as well as The Portable Atheist: 
Essential Reading for the Nonbeliever. 
 
Living among Christians who demonstrate 
commitment to their religious beliefs to my mind 
is a far better example to my coreligionists than a 
secular lifestyle determined solely by hedonistic 
choices. 
 
Surrounded by Christmas celebrations, I have 
never had difficulty explaining to my children and 
my students that although we share with 
Christians a belief in God we go our separate 
ways in observance. They are a religion of creed 
and we are a religion of deed. They believe God 
became man. We believe man must strive to 
become more and more like God. 
 
We differ in countless ways. Yet Christmas 
allows us to remember that we are not alone in 
our recognition of the Creator of the universe. 
We have faith in a higher power. 
 
To be perfectly honest, Christmas season in 
America has been responsible for some very 
positive Jewish results. This is the time when 
many Jews, by dint of their neighbors' concern 
with their religion, are motivated to ask 
themselves what they know of their own. To 
begin to wonder why we don't celebrate 
Christmas is to take the first step on the road to 
Jewish self-awareness. 
 
My parents were "reminded" of being Jewish 
through the force of violence. Our reminders are 
much more subtle, yet present nonetheless. And 
when Jews take the trouble to look for the Jewish 
alternative to Christmas and perhaps for the first 
time discover the beautiful messages of 
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Everyone is invited to join the learning! 

  
 



Chanukah and of Judaism, their forced 
encounter with the holiday of another faith may 
end up granting them the holiness of a Jewish 
holiday of their own. 
 
So this Christmas, pick up a good Jewish book 
or attend a Jewish seminar. Or check out my 
online course, Deed and Creed at 
JewishPathways.com, which explores the key 
philosophical differences between Judaism and 
Christianity. 
 
Call me naive, but nowadays I really love this 
season. Because together all people of goodwill 
are joined in the task to place the sacred  sacred 
above the profane.         

THE WEEK THAT WAS... 

Thank you to Cliff Farin, Linda 
Marr, Ron Marr, Rose 
Valentine and Rudy Valentine 
for distributing poinsettias to 
the patients on Christmas Day 
at SOMC in Manahawkin. The 

patients and their families were 
most  appreciative of our visit.  A special thank 
you to Judy Smith for setting up our annual 
holiday mitzvah and to the folks at SOMC for 
providing the plants. 

UPCOMING JCC OF LBI 

ACTIVITIES 

   

MAH JONGG 

 

Wed. 12:30 - 4:00 PM - NO MAH JONGG 12/25 
AND 1/1 

 

Please help us create a special atmosphere by 
not using electronic devices (phones, cameras, 

games etc) in or around the synagogue on 
Saturday and Holidays. 

  
  

YAHRZEITS 

FOR  NEXT  WEEK 

   
These names will be read at services on 
December 27, 2013 
  
  
Betty Sitzer 
Jean Schiller 
Stanton Einhorn 
Rebecca Weinstein 
Mark Fisch 
Ira Berger 
Betty Berger 
*Bette Cohen 
Barbara  Frank 
Gertrude Fitts 
*Albert Edward Fagan 
J. Gilbert Sholin 
Helen Berman 
Joyce Blumberg 
Herman Meyer 
Dr. Henry Abrams 
Estelle Gordon 
*Marvin Kolsby 
*Dr. Jack David Levy 
  
  
 * Yahrzeit Plaque  
  

  

NEW YAHRZEIT PANELS 

  

We will shortly order additional Yahrzeit Board 

sections to accommodate more names.  We plan 

to get 5 additional Sections or Panels. Each has 

room for 20 individual Yahrzeit plaques.  



MAH JONGG & LUNCH at Kubel's in Barnegat 
Light 

Monday, December 30 at 11:30 AM 

For any new folks who may be joining us, 
Kubel's is on the north end of LBI. Make a left 
off the causeway onto Long Beach Blvd. and 
continue through Loveladies into Barnegat 
Light. You can make a left on 7th Street and 
go down to the bay. Kubel's will be on the 
left.  

  

Cost: $15.50 for lunch, tax and tip 

TIme: 11:30 a.m. - approximately 4:00 p.m. 

  
So we have an idea of approximately how 
many people will attend, please contact 
Marianne Clemente at 609-698-6599 or Judy 
Smith at 609-618-4443. 

 

MINYANIM  

 

In the last few months, several members of 
our  congregation have suffered the loss of loved 
ones and we have organized shiva minyanim for 
them.  We thank all of those who supported 
these mourners by being part of the shiva.    

  

To assure that there will be a minyan to recite 
the prayer for the deceased with the bereaved 
family is one of the highest mitzvahs a person 
can do for another in our community. It is not 
necessary that you know the deceased or the 
mourner for your presence to help in comforting 
the mourners as they grieve and heal. 

  

One of our new members, Harris Weisel, will be 
coordinating minyanim for the JCC.  Please 

  

Sponsorship of 2 or 3 sections is available at a 

cost of $3,000 per panel. The permanent plaque 

headings on each sponsored panel will include 

the names of the sponsors and who they are 

donated in memory of.  

  

If interested, please contact the Office. 

   

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED. You will then be 

contacted to determine the exact wording on the 

panel heading 

   

CONGREGATION 

NEWS 

   

CONDOLENCES TO 
  

Mildred Grossman 
on the loss of her daughter 

Ruth 
  
  

"May God remember forever our dear ones who have 
gone to their eternal rest. May they be at one with the 
One who is life eternal.  May the beauty of their lives 
shine for evermore, and may our lives always bring 
honor to their memory."  
  

  

  
SHARE YOUR NEWS 

  
CONTACT: rvalen1963@aol.com 

  

 MISHABERAH LIST 

 TO BE PURGED NEXT WEEK 
  

The Mishaberach list of those who are in need of 
prayers of healing will be purged at the end of 
December.  Please contact the office to put a 
name/names on the new list which, beginning 



contact the office if you would be interested in 
being notified if a minyan is needed and will 
attend when possible. We are particularly looking 
for local all-year residents to respond at this 
time. 609-492-4090 or click on this link for EMAIL 

 
 

JCC OF LBI TREE OF LIFE 

 

 
 

  
We are so excited by the response to our 
beautiful new Tree of Life.  You can 
commemorate a special occasion, honor or 
remember a loved one with a leaf on our new 
tree.  
  
 There are three donation opportunities:  
  
Gold leaf (10 times chai) $180 
Silver leaf (7 times chai) $126  
Bronze leaf (5 times chai) $90 
  
  
Click on this link to see the Tree of Life 
Form: TREE 
Please drop this form off at the Office or mail 
to JCC of LBI, 2411 Long Beach Blvd. Spray 
Beach NJ 08008 along with your check. 
  
 

   

January 3rd, is read each week:   
   
   
   
   

  

CARING COMMITTEE 

  
 This committee acts as a support system for 
congregation members facing illness and other 

personal situations that need to be 
addressed.  Please contact Chairperson, Joy 
Kern, if you are in need of assistance or if you 
know of a JCC member that needs our help.  

609- 978-3669  
  
  
  

BRICK PAVERS 

       

The paver fund raising program is 
ongoing.  Pavers will be installed two times a 
year: spring and fall.  

 

To download the paver order form, click on this 
link:  PAVERS.  Proceeds of this program will go 
towards the "burning of our mortgage." 

   

   

SHOPRITE GIFT CARDS 

 
Shoprite gift cards are available at the office.  Use 
them to buy your  groceries and the JCC of LBI will 
receive a portion the purchase. A GREAT GIFT 



JCC INFORMATION  

  

  

  

THE OFFICE IS LOCATED AT  

2411 Long Beach Boulevard (24th Street) 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

ENTER THE BUILDING DURING OFFICE 
HOURS 

THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR. 

 

Mailing Address: 

2411 Long Beach Blvd. 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

 

Telephone: 609-492-4090  

FAX: 609-492-7550  

email: jccoflbi@gmail.com 

 

web site: www.jccoflbi.org   

   

OFFICE HOURS:     

   

MONDAY 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

THURSDAY 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

FRIDAY - 9:00 am - 2:00 PM 

 

Office Staff: 

IDEA. 

TD AFFINITY PROGRAM 

 

 Easy money! Do you have an 
account with TD Bank? You can 
contribute to the JCC without it 
costing you a cent. TD Bank will 
pay us on the number of accounts 

in our TD Affinity Club. There is no minimum number 
of members. We automatically receive $10 for every 
checking account and .01% of the balance on 
Savings Accounts. In addition we receive $50 for any 
new accounts.  This is strictly confidential and the 
JCC does not know the amount in any of the 
accounts. In simple language, at the end of the year 
we will receive a check from TD Bank for $250 for the 
25 accounts that are in our Affinity Club and the JCC 
hasn't spent a  
cent for money raising. How easy can it get!!! 
  

DOCUMENTS AND LINKS 

   
JUST CLICK AND YOU'RE THERE!!! 
  
  
NOV - JAN BULLETIN:  
 BULLETIN 
   
WEB SITE: 
JCC WEB SITE 
  
  
 PAVERS 
PAVERS 
  
  
TREE OF LIFE 
TREE  
  
SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP CATALOG 
 GIFT 
  



M/W/T: Leslie Dinkfelt 

F: Jeri Riffle 

Data Entry: Marcie Deutsch 

 

Leslie, Jeri & Marcie 

 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

   

Rabbi Michael S. Jay 

mjayrab@gmail.com 

 

Don Pripstein, JCC President 

djprip@gmail.com 

 

Judy Smith, JCC VP 

jsmith337@comcast.net 

 

 VIEW THE NOV-JAN BULLETIN 

with this link 

BULLETIN 

  
E-mail Editor: Rose Valentine rvalen  

1963@aol.com 
 
 

JEWISH JOURNAL:  
 JOURNAL 
  

  



 
 
 

"Like" Us on Facebook: Search for Jewish 
Community Center of Long Beach Island 
and make sure the JCC of LBI: The Place 

to Be icon shown above shows up 
or click on this link  FACEBOOK 

or cut and paste: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Jewish-

Community-Center-of-Long-Beach-
Island/345647489300?ref=br_tf 

 

 

 

  

   


