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A TORAH MESSAGE FROM RABBI JAY 

JCC EVENTS  

12/20 - 12/27 

  
Wed. 12/25 - Volunteering at 
the SOMC 10:30 AM in the 
hospital lobby 
  
No mah jongg on Wednesday 
  

 SHABBAT 

SHALOM 

  

     
    

    
CANDLE LIGHTING TIME 
Friday, December 20, 2013 

  4:19 PM 
(So. Ocean County) 

   
Please Join Us For Services  

  

 



  
PARSHAH SHEMOT 
  
A pivotal moment in the Book of Exodus, indeed 
in the whole history of the Jewish people, is 
when God calls out to Moses at the Burning 
Bush and Moses responds "Hineni!", "Here I 
am!"(and I am ready to do your bidding).  With 
that one word, and the acceptance of personal 
responsibility, the biblical narrative moves 

forward at a quick pace.   
  
But, in truth, while Moses is the only person in the Exodus story to 
actually say the word "Hineni", the Text is chock full of  "Hineni-
ites".   These are people who did not specifically utter the word 
"Hineni" but, who, through their actions showed their "Hinenious" 
intent.  A few examples are: 1) The Hebrew Midwives, who refused 
to kill the Hebrew babies.; 2) Moses' mother, Yocheved, who 
decided to have another child and then hid the baby Moses and 
then sent him in a basket down the Nile River; 3) Miriam, who 
follows Moses down the Nile to ensure his safety; 4) Pharaoh's 
daughter, who decides to adopt the Hebrew baby she finds in the 
Nile and names him Moses; and  5) Aaron, who drops everything 
and runs to meet Moses when the Prophet returns to Egypt.  These 
righteous people do not utter the "special" word, but they do pursue 
"holy" action.  Indeed, our tradition consistently follows the precept 
that it is the actions of the individual that count and not what her or 
she says. 
  
Last Sunday several members of the JCC and I had the great 
honor and privilege of attending Sunday prayer services at St. 
Francis.   The service was in honor of Father Steve Kluge who, 
sadly, is leaving on sabbatical after nearly 20 years of devoted 
service to St. Francis.  The mutual love between Father Steve and 
the St. Francis community was apparent, beautiful, and holy. 
Father Steve and the St. Francis community have never failed to 
say "Hineni" to the JCC.  They have partnered with us in several 
charitable events over the years and father Steve's insistence that 
the JCC use one of the Parish churches, rent free, during our 
renovation is now part of the storied history of our congregation.  
  
Father Steve was moved by the letter written to him by Don 
Pripstein and, during his sermon, he graciously acknowledged the 
presence, at services, of members of the Jewish 
community.  Among the words of wisdom he provided was the 

   
FRIDAY NIGHT 
December 20, 2013 

7:30 PM 
  

SATURDAY MORNING 
STUDY WITH THE RABBI 

10:00 AM     
     

TORAH READING 
Parshah Shemot 
Exodus 1:1 - 6:11 

  
  

HAFTORAH 
Isaiah 27:6 - 28:13; 

29:22 - 29:23 
While we 
don't have 
regular 
Saturday 
morning 

services until 
next May,  

Rabbi Jay will 
be at the JCC 

each 
Saturday at 
10:00 am. At 
that time, he 

will be 
conducting a 
study class  
for anyone 
who attends, 
with topics 
ranging from 
the Torah 

portion of the 
week, to the 
liturgy, to 
theology. 

Additionally, 
the Rabbi will 

gladly 
accommodate 
requests for 



suggestion that, for him, when someone does a kindness for 
another person, a simple "Thank You" is sufficient.  It is woefully 
inadequate, but we must say "Thank You" to Father Steve for his 
work in increasing the connection between the Jewish and 
Christian communities in and around Long Beach Island.  By his 
actions he has performed Tikkun Olam, repairing the world, which 
is a core value of the Jewish people.   
  
While Father Steve will be missed, the culture of community 
solidarity and interfaith work that he has engendered will, with 
God's help, continue to strengthen the bonds begun under his 
guidance.   
  
Finally, we are entering the holiday season.  In the words of one of 
my mentors, Rabbi Alan Silverstein, I would like to extend warm 
wishes to Christian relatives and friends for a joyous and 
meaningful celebration of Christmas. As ongoing partners in 
Mitzvah with our local churches and clergy, the recognition of the 
sanctity of this special moment in the Christian calendar year is 
most special to our entire community.   
  
May each of us in all of our faith communities have the strength 
and wisdom to say "Hineni" when God's holy and good work needs 
to be done. 
  
Shabbat Shalom - Rabbi Michael S. Jay 
  

THE WEEK THAT WAS.... 

 
Last Sunday was a busy morning for many of our local 
members.  A minyon was held at 9:00 AM for the Valentine & 
Deutsch families.  Special thanks to Karen Schwing for organizing 
minyonim this week.  Then off to Scojo's for breakfast. Several of 
our members then attended the Farewell Mass & Reception for 
Father Steve Kluge at St. Francis.  The church was filled with 
parishioners and friends and the menorah the JCC gifted the parish 
in thanks for letting us use St. Thomas while we were building was 
in full view.  Father Steve gave an eloquent speech thanking all 
those who had made his time here on LBI so rewarding. Included in 
his thank you was a tribute to the JCC of LBI and his appreciation 
of the special relationship between St. Francis and the Jewish 
community.  
 
Since Rabbi Jay could not make it down to lead all the services 

specific 
topics. 

  
Everyone is invited to join 

the learning! 
  
 

Please help us create a 
special atmosphere by not 
using electronic devices 
(phones, cameras, games 
etc) in or around the 

synagogue on Saturday and 
Holidays. 

  
  

YAHRZEITS 

FOR  NEXT  WEEK 

   
These names will be read at 
services on December 20, 
2013 
  
Evelyn Diamond 
Sidney Bitton 
Ruth Albu 
*Julius Rapaport 
*Sophie Silver 
Rose Gerstenblatt 
*Evelyn Kolsby 
Walter Blumberg 
Rose Dondershine 
Margie Miller 
*Katy Poster 
William Carey 
Leo LaBran 
Melvin Margolis 
*Edward Raymond Spencer 
Jeanne Goldstein 
*William Markowitz 
Edna Katz 
  
  
 * Yahrzeit Plaque  



held each evening this last week, he came to us via 
Facetime.  Karen hooked him up on her IPad and he had an 
opportunity conduct the service and be with the 
community.  Technology at its best! 
 

 
 

UPCOMING JCC OF LBI ACTIVITIES 

   

MAH JONGG 

 

Wed. 12:30 - 4:00 PM - NO MAH JONGG 12/25 AND 1/1 

 

MAH JONGG & LUNCH at Kubel's in Barnegat Light 

Monday, December 30 at 11:30 AM 

For any new folks who may be joining us, Kubel's is on the 
north end of LBI. Make a left off the causeway onto Long 
Beach Blvd. and continue through Loveladies into Barnegat 
Light. You can make a left on 7th Street and go down to the 
bay. Kubel's will be on the left.  

  

Cost: $15.50 for lunch, tax and tip 

  

  

NEW YAHRZEIT PANELS 

  

We will shortly order 

additional Yahrzeit Board 

sections to accommodate 

more names.  We plan to get 

5 additional Sections or 

Panels. Each has room for 20 

individual Yahrzeit plaques.  

  

Sponsorship of 2 or 3 

sections is available at a cost 

of $3,000 per panel. The 

permanent plaque headings 

on each sponsored panel will 

include the names of the 

sponsors and who they are 

donated in memory of.  

  

If interested, please contact 

the Office. 

   

FIRST COME, FIRST 

SERVED. You will then be 

contacted to determine the 

exact wording on the panel 

heading 

   

CONGREGATION 

NEWS 

   

 JOANNE LEVINE 



TIme: 11:30 a.m. - approximately 4:00 p.m. 

  
So we have an idea of approximately how many people will 
attend, please contact Marianne Clemente at 609-698-6599 or 
Judy Smith at 609-618-4443. 

 

CHRISTMAS VISIT TO THE HOSPITAL 

Join us for our annual visit to bring cheer to the patients on 
Christmas Day (Wed. 12/25) at Southern Ocean Medical Center 
in Manahawkin.  We will meet in the lobby at 10:30 
AM.  Contact Judy Smith if you would like to participate.  It 
takes about an hour.  609-618-4443 
  
  

 

JCC OF LBI TREE OF LIFE 

 

 
 

  
We are so excited by the response to our beautiful new Tree of 
Life.  You can commemorate a special occasion, honor or 
remember a loved one with a leaf on our new tree.  
  
 There are three donation opportunities:  
  
Gold leaf (10 times chai) $180 
Silver leaf (7 times chai) $126  
Bronze leaf (5 times chai) $90 
  
  
Click on this link to see the Tree of Life Form: TREE 
Please drop this form off at the Office or mail to JCC of LBI, 
2411 Long Beach Blvd. Spray Beach NJ 08008 along with your 

  
SHARE YOUR NEWS 

  
CONTACT: 

rvalen1963@aol.com 
  

 MISHABERAH LIST 

  
The Mishaberach list of those 
who are in need of prayers of 
healing will be purged at the 
end of December.  Please 
contact the office to put a 
name/names on the new 

list which, beginning January 
3rd, is read each week:   

   
   
   
   

  

CARING COMMITTEE 

  
 This committee acts as a 

support system for 
congregation members 
facing illness and other 

personal situations that need 
to be addressed.  Please 
contact Chairperson, Joy 
Kern, if you are in need of 
assistance or if you know of 
a JCC member that needs 

our help.  
609- 978-3669  

  
  
  

BRICK PAVERS 



check. 
  
 

SHOPRITE GIFT CARDS 

 
Shoprite gift cards are available at the office.  Use them to buy 
your  groceries and the JCC of LBI will receive a portion the 
purchase. A GREAT GIFT IDEA. 

IRA DONATIONS 

 

During 2013 those over 70.5 years of age may make tax free 
donations to a charity from their IRA.  This tax break expires in 
December.  Please consider making a gift to the JCC of LBI 

" For a few more months you can make a direct transfer of up 
to $100,000 from your IRA to a charity. To qualify for this tax 
break which expires Dec. 31, you must be 70 1/2 or older. You 
won't get a charitable deduction, but the withdrawal can serve 
as your required minimum distribution. The money will also 
escape income tax and won't count toward your adjusted 
gross income."...Money Magazine, October 2013 

 

   

JCC INFORMATION  

  

  

  

THE OFFICE IS LOCATED AT  

2411 Long Beach Boulevard (24th Street) 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

ENTER THE BUILDING DURING OFFICE HOURS 

THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR. 

 

       

The paver fund raising 
program is ongoing.  Pavers 
will be installed two times a 
year: spring and fall.  

 

To download the paver order 
form, click on this 
link:  PAVERS.  Proceeds of 
this program will go towards 
the "burning of our 
mortgage." 

   

   

TD AFFINITY 

PROGRAM 

 

 Easy money! 
Do you have 
an account 
with TD 
Bank? You 

can contribute to the JCC 
without it costing you a cent. 
TD Bank will pay us on the 
number of accounts in our TD 
Affinity Club. There is no 
minimum number of members. 
We automatically receive $10 
for every checking account and 
.01% of the balance on Savings 
Accounts. In addition we 
receive $50 for any new 
accounts.  This is strictly 
confidential and the JCC does 
not know the amount in any of 
the accounts. In simple 
language, at the end of the year 
we will receive a check from TD 
Bank for $250 for the 25 
accounts that are in our Affinity 



Mailing Address: 

2411 Long Beach Blvd. 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

 

Telephone: 609-492-4090  

FAX: 609-492-7550  

email: jccoflbi@gmail.com 

 

web site: www.jccoflbi.org   

   

OFFICE HOURS:     

   

MONDAY 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

THURSDAY 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

FRIDAY - 9:00 am - 2:00 PM 

 

Office Staff: 

M/W/T: Leslie Dinkfelt 

F: Jeri Riffle 

Data Entry: Marcie Deutsch 

 

Leslie, Jeri & Marcie 

 

Club and the JCC hasn't spent 
a  
cent for money raising. How 
easy can it get!!! 
  

DOCUMENTS AND 

LINKS 

   
JUST CLICK AND YOU'RE 
THERE!!! 
  
  
NOV - JAN BULLETIN:  
 BULLETIN 
   
WEB SITE: 
JCC WEB SITE 
  
  
 PAVERS 
PAVERS 
  
  
TREE OF LIFE 
TREE  
  
SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 
CATALOG 
 GIFT 
  
JEWISH JOURNAL:  
 JOURNAL 
  

  



  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

   

Rabbi Michael S. Jay 

mjayrab@gmail.com 

 

Don Pripstein, JCC President 

djprip@gmail.com 

 

Judy Smith, JCC VP 

jsmith337@comcast.net 

 

 VIEW THE NOV-JAN BULLETIN 

with this link 

BULLETIN 

  
E-mail Editor: Rose Valentine rvalen  

1963@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 

"Like" Us on Facebook: Search for Jewish Community 
Center of Long Beach Island and make sure the JCC of LBI: 

The Place to Be icon shown above shows up 
or click on this link  FACEBOOK 

or cut and paste: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Jewish-Community-
Center-of-Long-Beach-Island/345647489300?ref=br_tf 

 

 

 

  

   


