
 

Jewish Community Center of  
Long Beach Island 

E-Letter 
  

 October 25, 2013 - 21 Cheshvan 5774     
   

  

 

  

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE NOW 
RECEIVING MAIL AT YOUR WINTER 
ADDRESS 

  

READ THE JEWISH JOURNAL ON LINE.  JCC 
PICTURES ON PAGE 10 & 19.  CLICK ON 
THIS LINK: JOURNAL 

   

  

  

 

SHOP FOR CHANUKAH AT THE 

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

I  

 

Stop by the JCC to purchase 
some of our special CHANUKAH 
items.     

We have a great selection of 
gifts: menorahs, dreydels, towel 
sets, bowls and trays, mugs, 
jewelry making kits, Jewish 
Museum Cubes (our answer to 
the Rubix cube), just to name a 
few.  Contact Vivian Fitts 609-

492-9412 or stop in at the office to purchase your special 
gifts for the holiday.   
  
  
 You can also peruse the catalog on this web site: 
GIFT.  Call Jackie Avondoglio at 908-531-6462 to place 

 

Jerusalem Doves 

Menorah 

This Week's Featured 

Item 

JCC EVENTS  

10/25 - 11/1 

  
Monday - 
MAH JONGG & LUNCH at Kubel's 
11:30 AM 
  
Wednesday -  
MAH JONGG at the JCC 
12:30 - 4:00 PM 
  
  

 SHABBAT SHALOM 

  

     

    

 



your order for a particular item(s).  There is a wonderful 
assortments of mezuzahs, menorahs and other Judaica 
items.  
  
REMEMBER: THE FIRST NIGHT OF CHANUKAH IS 
NIVEMBER 27TH. 
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A TORAH MESSAGE FROM RABBI 

    
CANDLE LIGHTING TIME 
Friday, October 25, 2013 

4:46 PM 
(So. Ocean County) 

   
Please Join Us For Services  

  

   
FRIDAY NIGHT 
October 25, 2013 
Shabbat Service 

7:30 PM 
  
  

SATURDAY MORNING 
October 26, 2013 

STUDY WITH THE RABBI 
10:00 PM   

  
  

     
TORAH READING: 

 Parshat: Chayei Sara 
(Genesis 23:1 -25:18 ) 

HAFTORAH: 
1Kings 1:1 - 1:31 

  
While we don't have regular 
Saturday morning services 

scheduled from October 26 until 
next May, 

Rabbi Jay will be at the JCC each 
Saturday at 10:00 am. At that time, 
he will be conducting a study class 
for anyone who attends, with topics 
ranging from the Torah portion of 

the week, to the liturgy, to theology. 
Additionally, the Rabbi will gladly 

accommodate requests for specific 
topics. 



MICHAEL JAY 

 

The Shabbaton that we had last week with 
our friends from Congregation Agudath 
Israel was a time of joy with food and fun 
thrown in for good measure.  For those who 
were not able to join us let me give you a 
brief rundown.  On Friday we had a 
traditional Shabbat dinner. We lit candles, 
recited Kiddush and Hamotzi, ate, sang 
songs, and sang Birkat Hamazon.  We then 

had Friday night services after which we had an Oneg Shabbat 
and Susan Werk taught us about being welcoming in an 
engaging and comfortable way as only she can.  
  
On Saturday morning we began with a light breakfast followed 
by services.  During services, Natalie James, one of the 
Agudath's long time members, had her, first ever, Kohane 
Aliyah!  We sang the Shehekheyanu blessing, thanking God 
for bringing us to a special moment.  Services featured an 
extended discussion about the Torah portion.  After services 
we had a beautifully prepared and presented luncheon 
complete with homemade kugels and cakes and even poached 
salmon.  I taught a lesson on the use of water and the ocean 
and the seashore in the Torah and our tradition.   After our 
lesson and discussion, some folks stayed to play mahjong, but 
most left to do their own thing (except Bonnie Farin who 
worked tirelessly and with great attention to detail all 
weekend).  
  
At about 4:30 we gathered at the JCC for wine and cheese that 
was to be followed by a walk from the Bay to the 
Beach.  However, our Bay experience was cut short because 
there was a Wedding at the Yacht Club.  So we walked to the 
beach and talked a little bit about the dunes and the beach 
ecology. Upon our return we davened Mincha (the afternoon 
service) and Judy Kruger (the wife of our first Scholar over the 
summer, Phil Kruger) read Torah beautifully.  After a light 
dinner we davened Maariv (the evening service). We capped 
off the evening by doing Havdalah in the parking lot with the 
glow of several candles adding a deeply spiritual context to the 
moment. 
  
The next morning we davened Shacharit (the morning service) 

  
Everyone is invited to join the 

learning! 
  
 

Please help us create a special 
atmosphere by not using electronic 
devices (phones, cameras, games 
etc) in or around the synagogue on 

Saturday and Holidays. 
  
  

YAHRZEITS 

FOR  NEXT  WEEK 

   
These names will be read at services 
on October 25, 2013. 
  
  
Martin Samwick 
David Plotkin 
Alex Hirsch 
Max Silver 
Gladys Krechovitz 
Joseph Sherman 
Evelyn B. Sholin 
Abraham Lazar 
*Rhea Britz 
*Glen Medvin 
Irving Shapiro 
*Mildred Greenwald 
Claire Seavey 
Julius Rosenthal 
  
  
 * Yahrzeit Plaque  
  

  

NEW YAHRZEIT PANELS 

  

We will shortly order additional 

Yahrzeit Board sections to 

accommodate more names.  We 



on the beach with 20 people and many of us then walked to 
Fred's Diner for breakfast.  It was there, after breakfast and a 
weekend that included eating and laughing and praying 
together with new friendships and at least one new member 
thrown in for good measure, that we ended our time together. 
  
You may be wondering why I have used the Shabbat Message 
to give you a detailed report on our Shabbaton.  To explain I 
need to tell you about the first sentence of this week's Torah 
portion, Chayei Sarah.  Therein we are told of Sarah's death by 
recalling how long her life was.  But the Torah provides her age 
in an interesting way.  Instead of saying that Sarah was 127 
years old when she died, the Torah says that: "Sarah's lifetime 
was 100 years, and 20 years, and 7 years."  The question is 
posed, why does the Text say it this way?  Why is "years" 
repeated 3 times? (Yes, this is another of those triplicates that I 
have said keep showing up in our tradition.) The commentators 
provide many different answers.  One is that it is written this 
way as if to say: When Sarah was 100 years old it was if she 
were as innocent as when she was 20 years old, and when 
she was 20 years old she was as beautiful as she was when 
she 7 years old.  
  
I have a slightly different explanation. I think that Torah 
intentionally divides up the years into three parts in order to let 
us know that Sarah changed over the course of her life. Thus, 
Sarah was not the same at 100 as she was when she was 20; 
and at 20 she was not the same as she was when she was 
7.  This sounds like common sense, but how often do we meet 
someone after a long absence and find ourselves surprised 
that he, or she, is not the same as the person whom we might 
have last seen 20 years earlier.   Or, how often do we not see 
the changes in ourselves over the years?  Of this much I am 
certain, the one constant in all of our lives is change. 
  
Our JCC has gone through changes as well. I am not yet an 
official JCC historian but, the JCC began as a community 
davening the High Holy Days in a local hotel, then a building 
was built, and later tennis courts were added.  Now we have a 
beautiful new, and bigger, building that affords us a unique 
opportunity to do new things.  This past summer those new 
things, through dramatically increased programming, began to 
take shape and the impact on our local community was 
incredible. The Shabbaton this past week is an example of the 
positive influence that we can have on the larger Jewish 

plan to get 5 additional Sections or 

Panels. Each has room for 20 

individual Yahrzeit plaques.  

  

Sponsorship of 2 or 3 sections is 

available at a cost of $3,000 per 

panel. The permanent plaque 

headings on each sponsored panel 

will include the names of the 

sponsors and who they are donated 

in memory of.  

  

If interested, please contact the 

Office. 

   

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED. You 

will then be contacted to determine 

the exact wording on the panel 

heading 

  

CONGREGATION 

NEWS 

  

CONDOLENCES TO 

  
SELMA TROUM 

on the loss of her sister 
Barbara Zarrow 

  

  

  
  

BASIL KARP 

  

  



community.  Our community can become a learning and retreat 
center for other Jews who are not lucky enough to be situated 
2 blocks from the Atlantic Ocean.  What we learned is that we 
are not only capable of creating a strong sense of local 
community, but we can become a magnet for other 
communities to experience Jewish life through our beautiful 
Island lenses.   This is a blessing. 
  
Sarah's was a long life filled with metamorphosis and 
evolution.  I am certain that sometimes she saw it and 
sometimes she did not, but her positive impact on the world 
and those around her cannot be denied.  Life is not meant to 
be static.  May we, individually and as a community, continue 
to move and to grow and to open our hearts to those with 
whom we come in contact. 
  
Shabbat Shalom - Rabbi Michael S. Jay 
 
  
  

THE WEEK THAT WAS.... 

 

Shabbaton at the JCC of LBI 

SHARE YOUR NEWS 
  

CONTACT: rvalen1963@aol.com 
  

 MISHABERAH LIST 

  
The Mishaberach list of those who 

are in need of prayers of healing will 
be purged at the end of 

December.  Please contact the office 
to put a name/names on the new 

list which, beginning January 3rd, is 
read each week:   

   
   
   
   

  

CARING COMMITTEE 

  
 This committee acts as a support 
system for congregation members 
facing illness and other personal 

situations that need to be 
addressed.  Please contact 

Chairperson, Joy Kern, if you are in 
need of assistance or if you know of 
a JCC member that needs our help.  

609- 978-3669  
  
  
  

NEW PRE-SCHOOL 

PROGRAM 



Our SHABBATON last week was just amazing and we have to 
thank Rabbi Jay for initiating the idea, Bonnie Farin for 
chairing the event so beautifully and Susan Werk for 
coordinating everything with our visiting congregation. 
 
A FOLLOW-UP FROM CHAIRPERSON BONNIE FARIN... 
 
The Shabbaton surpassed my expectations in several ways. 
After thinking that I would do it all on my own because of the 
timing of the event, people came forward and made me look 
like the lead candidate of Balabuste of the year...thank you, 
thank you, thank you Lori Sherry, Rosemary Ruoff, Vivian Fitts, 
Karen Schwing, Dan & Lori Shomer, Lynn Berkowitz and Ina 
Galer.  Thank you muchly, Rose Valentine, for your proactive 
attending to welcome baskets and promoting the event.   
  

Dan Shomer, a boy in the hood, said something so true that I 
need to pass it on.  When I thanked him for washing all the 
serving plates and utensils and sweeping the floor, he told me 
not to thank him since, as a member, he is responsible, as 
each of us should be, for the upkeep and maintenance of the 
JCC.   

 

A special thank you to hubby Harold for his patience and 
cooperation.   

   

        
 NEW PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAM ON 
SUNDAYS 

 Sunday morning - 10:00 AM 

"Come & See with Mrs. B".  Long 
time teacher at the JCC of LBI, Lynn 
Berkowitz (Mrs. B), will help your 
children & grandchildren explore 
their Jewish roots through arts & 
crafts, games, songs, dancing and 
cooking.   

  
For further information call 609-709-
3160 or 
email: lovelynn1@optonline.net  PLE
ASE PASS THE WORD TO 
NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS. Click 
on this link for the Program 
Flyer PRE-SCHOOL 
  

  

IRA DONATIONS 

 

During 2013 those over 70.5 years of 
age may make tax free donations to 
a charity from their IRA.  This tax 
break expires in December.  Please 
consider making a gift to the JCC of 
LBI 

" For a few more months you can 
make a direct transfer of up to 
$100,000 from your IRA to a charity. 
To qualify for this tax break which 
expires Dec. 31, you must be 70 1/2 
or older. You won't get a charitable 
deduction, but the withdrawal can 
serve as your required minimum 
distribution. The money will also 



Havdallah beside the Stained Glass Windows 

A NOTE TO THE CONGREGATION FROM ONE OF OUR 
GUESTS...  

 

Dear JCC of LBI Congregants: 

 

I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for the 
memorable Shabbat at your beautiful shul. You are very 
fortunate indeed  to have such an inspiring and spiritual Rabbi. 

 

I was moved beyond words by  the service and more. I was 
honored to have the Kohane Aliyah  for the very first time. I 
had always wondered if a daughter of a Kohane would ever 
have that particular Aliyah. Dayeinu! As if Shabbat wasn't 
enough---Lo and Behold the Sunday morning service on the 
beach with Rabbi Jay's  unique  prayers was 
beyond  perfection. The ocean and sand were appreciated too. 

 

I know that LBI is known as a summer destination, but I must 
say that I would love to be here at any time of the year. 

escape income tax and won't count 
toward your adjusted gross 
income."...Money Magazine, October 
2013 

 

TD AFFINITY 

PROGRAM 

 

BREAKING 
NEWS! Easy money! 
Do you have an 
account with TD 
Bank? You can 

contribute to the JCC without it costing 
you a cent. TD Bank will pay us on the 
number of accounts in our TD Affinity 
Club. There is no minimum number of 
members. We automatically receive 
$10 for every checking account and 
.01% of the balance on Savings 
Accounts. In addition we receive $50 
for any new accounts.  This is strictly 
confidential and the JCC does not 
know the amount in any of the 
accounts. In simple language, at the 
end of the year we will receive a check 
from TD Bank for $250 for the 25 
accounts that are in our Affinity Club 
and the JCC hasn't spent a  
cent for money raising. How easy can it 
get!!! 
  

BRICK PAVERS 

       

The paver fund raising program is 
ongoing.  Pavers will be installed 
two times a year: spring and fall.  

 

To download the paver order form, 



Thanks for all your efforts and  hard work.    

 

Warmly, your friend 

Natalie James 

  

Photos by Bonnie Farin 

 

UPCOMING JCC OF LBI ACTIVITIES 

   

MAH JONGG 

• Monday, October 28 - LUNCH & MAH JONGG  

Our next Mah Jongg luncheon will be at Kubel's in 
Barnegat Light this coming Monday, October 28. 
Cost: $15.50 for lunch, tax and tip 
TIme: 11:30 a.m. - approximately 4:00 p.m. 
  
So we have an idea of approximately how many people 
will attend, please contact Marianne Clemente at 609-698-
6599. 
 

• Wednesday 12:30 - 4:00 PM at the JCC  

  

  

BREAKFAST CLUB    

Sunday, November 10 at 10:00 at Fred's Diner in Beach 
Haven 
   

click on this 
link:  PAVERS.  Proceeds of this 
program will go towards the 
"burning of our mortgage." 

   

   

JCC OF LBI TREE OF 

LIFE 

 

 
 

  
We are so excited by the response 
to our beautiful new Tree of 
Life.  You can commemorate a 
special occasion, honor or 
remember a loved one with a leaf on 
our new tree.  
  
 There are three donation 
opportunities:  
  
Gold leaf (10 times chai) $180 
Silver leaf (7 times chai) $126  
Bronze leaf (5 times chai) $90 
  
  
Click on this link to see the Tree of 
Life Form: TREE 
Please drop this form off at the 
Office or mail to JCC of LBI, 2411 
Long Beach Blvd. Spray Beach NJ 
08008 along with your check. 
  



   

  

CHANUKAH PARTY 

Saturday, December 7 AT 5:30 PM at the JCC Social Hall 
Bring your menorah, a small gift for an exchange and 
enjoy a Chanukah dinner together. 
   

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

 
We have been invited to join the Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 5800 Long Beach Blvd., Brant Beach, for their 
Rededication on Sunday, October 27 at 4:00 PM.  The 
church suffered a great deal of damage during the storm. 
Please let them know if you will be attending and that you 
are a member of the JCC of LBI. 609-597-1182. 
 
  

Richard Stockton College of NJ 

Annual Kristallnacht Lecture 

"Jewish Resistance Against the Nazis" 

Tuesday October 29, 2013 
7:00 PM at the Campus Center Event Room 
Speaker: Dr. Patrick Henry, Ida E. King Distinguished 
Professor of Holocaust Studies 2013 - 2014. 
 

 

   

JCC INFORMATION  

  

  

  

THE OFFICE IS LOCATED AT  

 

SHOPRITE GIFT 

CARDS 

   

 Shoprite gift cards are available at 
the office.  Use them to buy 
your  groceries and the JCC of LBI 
will receive a portion the purchase. 
A GREAT GIFT IDEA. 

   

CLEANING OUT YOUR 

CLOSET? 

Donate your old 
Bling (earrings, 
necklaces, etc.) 
and gently used 
handbags to 
the JCC 

collection boxes located near  the 
kitchen.  

  

     
  

DOCUMENTS AND 

LINKS 

   
JUST CLICK AND YOU'RE THERE!!! 
  
  
NOV - JAN BULLETIN:  
 BULLETIN 
   
WEB SITE: 
JCC WEB SITE 
  



2411 Long Beach Boulevard (24th Street) 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

ENTER THE BUILDING DURING OFFICE HOURS 

THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR. 

 

Mailing Address: 

2411 Long Beach Blvd. 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

 

Telephone: 609-492-4090  

FAX: 609-492-7550  

email: jccoflbi@gmail.com 

 

web site: www.jccoflbi.org   

   

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS:     

   

MONDAY 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

THURSDAY 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

FRIDAY - 9:00 am - 2:00 PM 

 

Office Staff: 

M/W/T: Leslie Dinkfelt 

F: Jeri Riffle 

Data Entry: Marcie Deutsch 

  
 PAVERS 
PAVERS 
  
  
TREE OF LIFE 
TREE  
  
SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP CATALOG 
 GIFT 
  
JEWISH JOURNAL:  
 JOURNAL 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  



 

Leslie, Jeri & Marcie 

 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

   

Rabbi Michael S. Jay 

mjayrab@gmail.com 

 

Don Pripstein, JCC President 

djprip@gmail.com 

 

Judy Smith, JCC VP 

jsmith337@comcast.net 

 

 VIEW THE NOV-JAN BULLETIN 

with this link 

BULLETIN 

  
E-mail Editor: Rose Valentine rvalen  

1963@aol.com 
 

 

 

  

   


