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In case of hazardous weather conditions 

this Friday evening, please call the 

office to hear message regarding 

cancellation of services. You can also 
check the web site: JCC 

 

 

In This Issue  

Important Article  

Rabbi's Message  

Upcoming Events  

The Week That Was  

What's Open on LBI  

Sandy Support Group & Legal Clinic  

This Week's Events  

Service Schedule  

Yahrzeits  

Congregation News  

JCC Club at TD Bank  

JCC EVENTS  

2/8 -2/15 

MAH JONGG  
Wednesdays 12:30 - 4:00 
PM 

SHABBAT 

SHALOM  

"Remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy." 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES 

Friday, February 8, 2013 
5:06 PM 

(So. Ocean County) 

WHEREVER WE ARE, LET 
US LIGHT CANDLES 

 



Documents & Links  

IMPORTANT ARTICLE IN THE STAR 

LEDGER 

An important article appeared in the 2/5/13 addition of the 
Newark Star Ledger: "What Sandy victims need to know about 
new height rules for their homes." In particular there is a link to 
find your Advisory Base Flood Elevation (ABFE) and your 
property's Advisory Flood Zone. 
Click on this to read the article: ARTICLE 

A MESSAGE OF TORAH FROM RABBI 

JAY 

Rabbi Michael S. Jay  

Parashat Mishpatim is the first Parsha that has no narrative. 

Indeed, it is bereft of a story, instead providing a laundry list of 

laws. Even though my legal training enables me to be an 

expositor of the laws of our people, as a lover of the chronicles 

of the Torah, I am often at a loss for how to discuss those 

portions of the Text that focus on rules and regulations. 

Before delving into the substance of the laws, I want to point 
out something that jumps out at us in many places in the 
Torah, but that we tend to overlook. In Parashat Mishpatim, 
God is speaking to Moshe; giving him the Laws. But where is 
God when this is happening? Indeed, where is God at any 
given time in the Torah? It says in last week's Torah portion, 
Yitro, that God Descended upon Mount Sinai. But other than 
giving us the vague idea that God descended from Heaven, it 
does not tell us where God descended from.  
We see this in other places in the Torah as well. Two examples: 
1) In Bereishit we are told that God comes down from heaven to 
see the people building the Tower of Babel; and  
2) In the beginning of the Book of Exodus just before Moshe 
sees the burning bush the Torah tells us that: The Israelites 

TOGETHER. 

 
 

JOIN US FOR 

SERVICES 

Friday evening 

February 8, 2013 

26 Shevat 5773 

RABBI MICHAEL JAY 

will be conducting services. 

SHABBAT SHEKALIM 
(The Sabbath of Shekels in 
preparation for Purim) 
TORAH PORTION 

Mishpatim 
(Exodus 21:1 - 24:8; Special 
Maftir: Exodus 30:11 - 16 ) 

Haftorah: 
11Kings 12:1 - 12:17 

 
PURIM 

HAPPENINGS 

Baking of Hamentashen 
Tuesday, February 19th at 

9:30 AM 
Reading of the Megillah 

Saturday evening, February 
23nd 

at 6:00 PM 
Community Wide 
Purim Carnival 

Sunday, February 24th  
at 

Temple Beth Am Shalom 



were groaning under the bondage and cried out; and their cry 
for help from bondage rose up to God.  
I pose the queries again: Where did God leave from to go to see 
the Tower of Babel, and where did the cries of the Israelites rise 
up to? In other words, where does God dwell?  
I think the initial answer to this query is probably that God 
dwells wherever God wants to dwell. It is also not a stretch to 
say that our tradition generally perceives God as being 
everywhere. But the answer isn't so simple. Next week the 
Israelites are going to be told to build a Mishkan, a tabernacle, 
so that God can reside among His people. Aha! So God lives in 
the Mishkan or, later, in the Temple. But this doesn't really 
answer the question, because we also learn that God isn't 
always in the Mishkan. The Mishkan is, perhaps, more akin to a 
guest cottage that we built for God so that He has a place to 
stay when He's with us. But it is not permanent, and it appears 
as if God is not always at that address.  
So again I pose the question: "Where does God dwell"? I think I 

finally have an answer. God dwells in Parashat Mishpatim. 

God's abode is in this Parsha full of laws ranging from what to 

do with slaves, to when to find someone criminally liable for a 

death, to how to deal in general with our fellow humans.  

What I've learned, is that God dwells in the words; in the laws; 

in our reading and performing Mitzvoth.  

As proof for this proposition, allow me to point out just a few of 
the absolutely spectacular laws that we see in this Parsha: 

1) A slave is not a slave forever. Freedom can be given 
after six years.  
2) A slave is not just property; the slave has legal and 
moral rights. 
3) A person who creates a hazardous situation is 
responsible to anyone injured by that hazardous 
situation. 
4) A stranger should not be wronged or oppressed 
(because we were strangers in Egypt). 
5) Widows and orphans must be cared for and not 
mistreated. 
6) The poor should be given interest free loans. 
7) Do not spread false rumors. 
8) If your enemy's ox is wandering you must return it to 
your enemy; if it has fallen, you must help your enemy 
to raise it up. 
9) Shabbat is for everyone one including beasts of 
burden and slaves. 

Lakewood 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Call Lynn Berkowitz if you 

can help 
609-709-3160 

YAHRZEITS 

FOR THE NEXT 

WEEK 

These names will be read at 
services on February 8, 
2013. 
Joseph Lenkowsky 

*Norman Gerber 

Gene Klein 

Sam Fine 

Louise Paul 

*Gussie Herman 

Louis Luterman 

Belle Safersten 

Jeffrey Weiner 

Rachel Bendavid 

Fay Schragger 

Esther Hirsch 

Harry Dudkin 

Hilda Rosenberg 

*Max Gottlieb 

*Lisa Kaufman 

Harry Dudkin 

Rose Mendlow 

Joseph Schaffer 



 
And as further proof that God dwells in the words, Mishpatim 
contains the very first public reading of the Law, from Moshe to 
the people. It is "goose bump" time when we consider that our 
continual reading of the Torah every Shabbat started in this 
Torah Portion thousands of years ago. We should never lose 
sight of the historically connection that we have to Torah.  
Yes, God dwells in the words. As they are written; as they are 
spoken; And as they are passed down from generation to 
generation, L'dor Vahdor. 
Shabbat Shalom - Rabbi Michael S. Jay 
Rabbi Jay is the spiritual leader of the Jewish Community 

Center of Long Beach Island.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

MAH JONGG - Wednesdays 12:30 - 4:00 PM 

NEW DATE 

LET'S MAKE HAMENTASHEN - TUESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 19 at 9:30 AM at the JCC Sisterhood Kitchen. Call 
Vivian if you want to bake with us. 609-492-9412 

SHABBAT DINNER TO WELCOME RABBI & 
SHERI JAY - Friday, February 22 at 6:00 PM. $15 per person. 
Reservations need to be made with Vivian by 2/18. 609-492-
9412 

THE WEEK THAT WAS... 

Our Florida "correspondent", Marcia Nelson, tells us that 21 
ladies met for lunch in Highland Beach, FL and a good time 
was had by all.  

Theodore J. Brod 

*Moshe Neustadt 

*Perpetual Yahrzeit Plaque 

CONGREGATION 

NEWS.... 

CONDOLENCES TO  
Larry, Colette & Justin Bach 
on thei loss of their mother 

and grandmother 
"May God remember 

forever our dear ones who 

have gone to their eternal 

rest. May they be at one 

with the One who is life 

eternal. May the beauty of 

their lives shine for 

evermore, and may our 

lives always bring honor 

to their memory."  
SHARE YOUR NEWS 

CONTACT: 
rvalen1963@aol.com  

 

CARING 

COMMITTEE 

This committee acts as a 
support system for 

congregation members 
facing illness and other 
personal situations that 
need to be addressed.  

Please contact 
Chairperson, Joy Kern, if 

you are in need of 
assistance or if you know of 
a JCC member that needs 
our help. 609- 978-3669 



WHAT IS OPEN ON LBI 

According to the LBI BUSINESS ALLIANCE, there are over 100 
LBI businesses currently open and are listed on their web site: 
ALLIANCE. Please stop by and support them. 

 

They are pouring cement at the Cheg - can the wings be far 
behind? 

 

HURRICANE SANDY SUPPORT GROUP 

AND LEGAL CLINIC 

St. Francis is hosting a HURRICANE SANDY SUPPORT GROUP 

at St. Francis Community Center on Wednesdays from 5:00 - 
6:30 PM for ten weeks starting on February 13. 

To register, call 609-494-1554 or download this flyer with details 
by clicking on this link: 

SUPPORT 

JCC INFORMATION  

THE OFFICE IS LOCATED AT  

2411 Long Beach Boulevard (24th Street) 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

ENTER THE BUILDING DURING OFFICE HOURS  

THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR. 

JCC CLUB AT 

THE TD BANK 

We need 50 members to join 
our "JCC Club at the TD 
Bank". If you are 55+ you can 
join with a $250 minimum with 
no service charges. TD will 
then give us a "donation" 
based on the average 
balance of our members. It 
could be a quarter percent on 
a checking account, for 
example. New accounts are 
welcomed but you can attach 
an existing account to the 
"JCC Club" at the TD Bank.  
We are just about half way 
there and have 6 months to 
go to get the 50 members in 
our "Club". It is a no-brainer 
for fund raising. Open an 
account for your grandchild 
for $250 and we all benefit. It 
doesn't diminish any of the 
interest or benefits that you 
would normally get but we 
receive a check at the end of 
the year for a certain 
percentage based on the 
average balance of our JCC 
Club members. 
If your TD bank does not 
recognize this program, 
contact Treasurer, Lynn 
Berkowitz, at 609-709-3160.  

DOCUMENTS 

AND LINKS 

JUST CLICK AND YOU'RE 
THERE!!! 
FEB/MARCH/APRIL 
BULLETIN: 
BULLETIN 
WEB SITE:  



 

Mailing Address:  

2411 Long Beach Blvd. 

Spray Beach, NJ 08008 

 

Telephone: 609-492-4090  

FAX: 609-492-7550  

email: jccoflbi@gmail.com 

web site: www.jccoflbi.org  

 

WINTER OFFICE HOURS:  
 

MONDAY 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

FRIDAY - 9:00 am - 1:00 PM 

 

Office Staff: 

M/W/T: Leslie Dinkfelt 

F: Jeri Riffle 

Data Entry: Marcie Deutsch 

 

Leslie, Jeri & Marcie 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Rabbi Michael S. Jay 

JCC WEB SITE 
DUES RENEWAL FORM: 
RENEWAL  
WHAT'S OPEN: WHAT'S 
OPEN 
FEMA FILING: FEMA 
SANDY SUPPORT GROUP: 
SUPPORT 

  



mjayrab@gmail.com 

 

Don Pripstein, JCC President 

djprip@gmail.com 

 

Judy Smith, JCC VP 

jsmith337@comcast.net 

 

 
VIEW THE FEB/MARCH/APRIL BULLETIN 

with this link 

BULLETIN 

E-mail Editor: Rose Valentine rvalen1963@aol.com 

 

 

  

   


